
Kohl, Thatcher review economy, SDI 

LONDON (R) — Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher and West 
Getman ChanceDor Helmut Kohl agreed Saturday on the need 
for more-discossioa of economic and social policies among Eur- 
opean Community countries, British officials said. In a regular 
round of bilateral talks in advance of next ..month’s community 
summit in Milan, the two leaders discussed East- West relations, 
disarmament ami the proposed reform of community in sti tu tions, 
due to he raised at the summit from June 28-29. The talkscovered 
the VS. strategic defence initiative (SDI), the so-called “Star 
Wars'’ space defence system. Both leaders have lent support to 
research into the project butMrs. Thatcher has expressed concern 
(hat deployment of such a system should not violate a 1972 ban on 
anti-ballistic missiles. 

VS. a nn o unces 3rd SDI consortium, page 8 



Bomb explodes near Tel Aviv 

TEL AVTV (AP) — A time bomb exploded early Saturday at a 
soldiers' hitchhiking post on a main highway north of here causing 
no injuries, a police spokesman said. Police said the blast occurred 
near the Morasha intersection of a central highway some 20 
kilometres northeast of Tel Aviv. Police have not detained any 
suspects, a spokesman added. A police source who spoke on 
condition of anonymity said the charge weighed 200 grammes. It 
was the fifth blast since last Sunday when four bombs exploded in 
the Jerusalem area, also causing no injuries. Two factions of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (FLO) claimed responsibility 
for those four attacks. 
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May 25 

declared holiday 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Min- 
ister Zaid AI Rife] Saturday issued 
a circular declaring Saturday, May 
25, as an official holiday on the 
occasion of Jordan’s' Ind- 
ependence Day. All government 
departments and public ins- 
titutions will be closed on Sat- 
urday. 

Cabinet names new 
chief for free zones 

AMMAN (Petra) — The cabinet 
'Saturday decided to appoint Mr. 
Yassin Kayed as director general 
of the Free Zones Corporation. 
The decision was taken during a 
cabinet meeting chaj iWl by Prime 
Minister Zaid AI Rifai. 

Masri receives 
envoys’ credentials 

% 

AMMAN (Petra) — Foreign Min- 
ister Taher A] Masri Saturday rec- 
eived Mr. Dong Soon Park, the 
newly appointed ambassador of 
South Korea to Jordan, who pre- 
sented a copy of his credentials. 
Mr. Park arrived in Amman on 
Thursday to take up his post The 
newly appointed ambassador has 
occupied many official posts at 
the foreign ministry which'he joi- 
ned in 1957. Mr. Masri also rec- 
eived a copy of the credentials of 
Mr. Mahjoub Mustafa Ramadan, 
the newly appointed ambassador 
of Sudan to Jordan. 

Israelis arrest 3 Jews 
in murder of Arab 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli police 
have arrested three Jews in con- 
nection with the - murder last 
month of an Arab thxf ifflfyer non 
Jerusalem, police said -Saturday. 
They are a police mechanic, a 
woman student and a soldier, all of 
whom were detained Friday night. 
Police are also bolding several 
Arabs in connection with the 
murder of a Jewish taxi driver. 

Kidnapped UNRWA 
official returns home 

DUBLIN (AP) — Aidan Walsh, a 
U.N. official released after being 
kidnapped in Beirut, arrived 
home m Dublin Saturday for an 
emotional reunion with his family 
and said “I’m going to sleep a lot 
and drink a lot of champagne.” He 
was met at Dublin airport by his 
wife, Paula, and his three children. 
The 48-year-old deputy director 
of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) in 
Lebanon said he would be taking 
several weeks off before travelling 
to the agency’s headquarters in 
Vienna to discuss whether he 
would be returning to Beirut. (See 
related stories on page 2) 

Several arrested 
after Tehran protests 

TEHRAN (R) — Several people 
were arrested during anti- 
govemment and anti-war dem- 
onstrations in Tehran Friday, Int- 
erior Minister All Akbar Nateq- 
Nuri said Saturday. Speaking at a 

E ress conference, he did not say 
ow many were arrested. Wit- 
nesses said they saw at least seven 
people dragged from their cars by 
security forces during the two- 
hour demonstration called by exi- 
led former Premier Shahpur Bak- 
htiar. 
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Saud arrives in Tehran 
amid signs of thaw in 

Saudi-Iranian relations 

Gulf war expected to figure high in talks 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — Saudi Arabia’s For- 
eign Minister Prince Sand AI Faisal arrived 
here Saturday for a surprise visit which dip- 
lomats described as an apparent bre- 
akthrough in relations hitherto cha- 
racterised by deep suspicion. 


Prince Saud's two days of talks 
with Iranian officials were exp- 
ected to focus on Iran’s war with 
Iraq and Saudi support for Iraq. 

Prince Saud said in an arrival 
statement Iran and Saudi Arabia 
had historic mutual interests and 
should regularly review problems 
they face. 

“We are living in a sensitive sit- 
uation where severe disputes have 
been arising from years ago,” 
.Iran’s national news agency IRNA 
quoted him as saying. 

Prince Saud is the first Saudi 
minster to visit Iran since the 
downfall of the late Shah and the 
founding of an Islamic republic in 
Iran six years ago. 

Non-Arab Iran says the billions 
of dollars of financial support 
Saudi Arabia and its Gulf Arab" 
allies have extended to Iraq has 
helped prolong the war, which sta- 
rted in September 1980. 

• The fighting has given way to 
diplomatic efforts to find a pea- 
ceful solution- over 4fae -past six 
weeks! But Tehran has given no 
indication that it is prepared to 
budge from its demand for “trial 
and punishments” of the Iraqi 
government as the “aggressor” as 
a precondition for ending the war. 

The demands were reiterated 
by Iranian Foreign Minister Ah' 
Akbar VeJayati on Saturday. 

Interviewed by the Rome daily 
U Messaggero, Mr. Velayati said 
Iran had not changed its con- 
ditions for ending the war. 

He listed them as: a return to 
the pre-war borders between the 
two countries, the payment at war 
damages by Iraq, and the “pun- 
ishment of the aggressor.” 

Asked if this meant that the pre- 
sent Iraqi government would have 
to go, Mr.' Velayati said: “There is 
no other solution.” 

IRNA said Mr. Velayati, who 
had invited the Saudi minister, 
was at the airport to welcome Pri- 
nce Saud 

The purpose of the visit is aimed 


at the exchange of views on bil- 
ateral relations and regional iss- 
ues. IRNA reported, without ela- 
boratou. 

Prince Sand’s previously una- 
' nnounced visit came a day after a 
committee of Islamic religious 
leaders appealed to both Iran and 
Iraq to observe a ceasefire during 
the M uslim Holy Month of Ram- 
adan, as a first step toward ending 
their 55-month -old war. 

Iraq has said it was willing to 
observe a ceasefire in the air, land 
and sea during the month, but 
made this conditional on a similar 
response from the Tehran lea- 
dership. (See page 2). 

Iran has not responded to the 
ceasefire appeal, which came from 
a Saudi-based committee of rel- 
igious thinkers from 18 Muslim 
nations. 

An eight-member peace com- 


mittee set up by the Organisation 
of Islamic Conference (OIC) cal- 
led. at a meeting far Jeddah two 
week? ago for both rides to stop 
fighting, and said it would con- 
tinue efforts to find a peaceful sol- 
ution. 

Iran has rejected previous ini- 
tiatives by the OIC, of which both 
it and Iraq are members, accusing 
the 45-member organisation of 
bias. 

Diplomats said the apparent' 
softening of hostility between 
Saudi Arabia and Iran could have 
a significant impact on regional 
politics. 

The hostility has been fuelled, 
in addition to Riyadh’s support for 
Iraq, by Saudi Arabia’s relations 
with the United States. 

Saudi jets also shot down an 
Iranian F-5 fighter last year at the 
height of the “tanker wax” in the 
Gulf. 

Saudi Arabia and five other 
Gulf states set up the Gulf Coo- 
peration Council (GCC) in 1981. 
in response to fears that 
might tty to export its rev- 
olution. 


They accused Iran of inv- 
olvement in an attempted coup in 
. December 1981 in Bahrain. 

Majlis (Parliament) Speaker 
Ah Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, 
who is also spokesman of Iran's 
supreme defence council, has said 
there is no anti- Arab sentiment in 
Iran. 

Rumours of an impending visit 
by a Saudi envoy circulated in 
Tehran about six months ago. 
when the newspaper Azadegan 
warned of what it called a Saudi 
trap to wean Iran from its “ind- 
ependent coarse” and bring it 
back into the U.S. sphere of inf- 
luence. 

The diplomats said the fact a 
visit had now gone ahead was a 
possible indication of a new deg- 
ree of flexibility by the Tehran 
authorities. 

No details of Prince Saud’s pro- 
gramme has been announced, but 
the diplomats expected him to 
meet Mr. Rafsanjani. as well as 
. President Ali Khamenei and Mr. 
Velayati. 

Diplomats in Saudi Arabia spe- 
culated that the fact that the ini- 
tiative this timecame from Tehran 
was in itself significant, because 
the Iranians have rarely been wil- 
ling to discuss their war with Iraq. 

“It appears the Iranians are wil- 
ling to observe a ceasefire of a lim- 
ited duration,” said one Arab dip- 
lomat. “The Saudi leadership is 
now convinced that Iran will res- 
pond favourably to peace ove- 
rtures." 

fighting between Muslims is 
prohibited dozing Ramadan, acc- 
ording to the Koran. 

Iraq during the past four years 
offered to stop fighting (faring 
Ramadan, But Iran never res- 
ponded to this, contending that it 
was defending itself against "agg- 
ression.” The Iranians have ter- 
med their war against Iraq as 
jihad, (holy war). ' 

The -Iraqi foreign minister. 
Tareq Aziz, was meanwhile quo- 
ted as saying that his country rej- 
ects the “idea of partial solutions” 
and insists on a comprehensive 
settlement with Iran through 
UN. -sponsored negotiations. 

Mr! Aziz, speaking to the 
.! London-based Lebanese mag- 
azine AI Sayyad, said that recent 
efforts to end the war ended in 
failure “because of Iran's int- 
ransigence.” 


‘Lebanese Forces’ to evacuate 
Jezzine, close Jerusalem office 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — The 
"Lebanese Forces” miHtja, in a 
far-reaching move, said Saturday 
its men would pull out of its str- 
ongholds in Sooth Lebanon where 
fighting with rival forces has raged 
for two months. 

Militiamen had orders to quit 
the Jezzine area, where hundreds 
of “Lebanese Forces” and pro- 
Israeli militiamen confront rival 
militiamen, and a strip of territory 
along the Israeli frontier, -a sta- 
tement said. 

The mihtia also said it would 
dose its liaison office in Jer- 
usalem, which it set up last year 
after the Lebanese go v ern ment 
dosed down an official Israeli lia- 
ison office north of Beirut. 

The move follows demands by 
Lebanese politicians for the 
“Lebanese Forces” to bade, with 
concrete action, its recent sta- 
tements in support of Syrian inf- 
luence and national rec- 
onciliation. 

The militia revolted against 
President Amin GemayeFs Syrian 
affiance in March, provoking mfi- 
rtiaclashesaroundadonandsen- 



Ail apartment block hi the Zarif neighbourhood in west Beirut which 
' was ,M£ by shellfire during fierce overnight dashes Saturday (AP. 
. wirephoto) 


to Jezzine «nd the border strip. 

* But it backed down this" month 
by replacing its hardline leader 
and issuing a sta t eme nt dec laring 
support for Syria and implying its 
reliance on Israel was finished. 

. That statement failed to stem 
weeks of militia clashesm Beirut 
in which around 100 people, die 
majority civilians, have beat kil- 
led. Two died in dashes Saturday, 
Radio stations said. 


Saturday’s declaration app- 
ealed for contacts “at the highest 
level” to establish a ceasefire in 
and. around the city. 

The militia said it was issuing 
the statement to preserve the sec- 
urity of Jezzine, a most Christian 
town, and “prevent a recurrence 
of what happened in the 
Zahrani-Sidon area,’’ a reference 
to the fi ghting around Sidon in 
March and’ApriL ' 

It appealed for “a legal force 
from the Lebanese army” to enter 
J ezzin e after the “Lebanese Fae- 
ces” withdrew, but it was undear 
whether the pro-Israeli “South 
Lebanon Army” of Antoine 
Lahad would also agree to leave 


the dty. 

Brigadier Lahad, equipped and 
funded by Israel, has dismissed, 
appeals by local leaders to wit- 
hdraw his mainly-Christian force', 
and says his men will not leave the 
town until the Lebanese army is 
able to take control. 

“Lebanese Forces” and SLA 
fighters guarding the western app- 
roaches to Jezzine clashed Friday 
night with rival fortes entrenched 
to the west, andnorthofthetown, 

. security sources told Reuter. 

* SLA artillery gunners based in 
Jezzine have regularly pounded 
nearby villages in recent weeks,, 
forcing thousands to flee to safer 
parts. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Saturday receives a delegation representing the Internationa) 
Democrat Union (IDU) on a fact-finding tour of the Middle East (Petra photo) 


IDU team, after talks with Hassan 


Masri, says 

By Sa’ad G. Hattar 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A two-member del- 
egation representing the Int- 
ernational Democrat Union 
(IDU), currently on a fact-finding 
tour of the Middle East, was bri- 
efed Saturday by His Royal Hig- 
hness Crown Prince Hassan on the 
Jordanian stand towards the Pal- 
estinian question and joint efforts 
launched by the Kingdom and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) for a just and durable sol- 
ution to the problem. 

Following the meeting, Jean de 
Lipkowslri, head of the del- 
egation, described his talks with 
the Crown Prince as “highly inf- 
ormative and fruitful." 

Without elaborating on the top- 
ics the Crown Prince discussed 
-with the delegation, Mr. De Lip- 
kowski, referring to the Feb. 1 1 
Jordan-PLO accord, said he felt 
that “there is a golden opportunity 
to achieve a just and durable 
peace in the Middle East.” 

Mr. De Lipkowslri said he was 
impressed by “the realistic Jor- 
danian approach to the Pal- 
estinian' problem as outlined by 
the Crown Prince.” 

The French politician, who rep- 
resents the Gaullist party in the 
London-based IDU, said the aim 
of the delegation's current tour of 
the Middle East was to draw up a 
report to be submitted to the next 
general assembly of the IDU ou 
July 24 in Washington. 

The IDU delegation was also 
received Saturday by Foreign 
Minister Taher AI Masri, -who 
emphasised the need for an int- 
ernational conference on the 
Middle East as the proper forum 
to seek a peace settlement, Mr. De 
Lipkowski said. 

Mr# Masri, whom Mr. De Ljp- 


Arabs seek 

kowski described as a personal fri- 
end since the days when the for- 
eign minister was Jordan’s amb- 
.assador to France, said such an 
international conference with the 
participation of all the five per- 
manent members of the U.N. Sec- 
urity Council and all parties con- 
cerned including the PLO, was the 
“corner stone for a com- 
prehensive and just peace in the 
region," the French politician 
said. 

Referring to the Feb. 1 1 
Jordan-PLO agreement on a 
common political strategy towards 
Middle East peace. Mr. De Lip- 
kowski said he was in favour of 
“afl joint initiatives aimed a just 
solution to the Palestinian pro- 
blem." 

Commenting on international 
moves by Jordan and the PLO to 
muster support for the idea of the 
proposed international con- 
ference on the Middle East, Mr. 
De Lipkowski asked: “Will the 
superpowers agree to sit down 
across a table and debate the Mid- 
dle East?” He cited arms sales to 
the Middle East by both the Soviet 
Union and the United States and 
said “their interests clash here.” 

He said if he was in power in 
France, "a Jordan-PLO joint del- 
egation would find itself very 
much welcome in Paris.” 

The joint delegation has already 
visited China and is expected to 
visit other member states of the 
U.N. Security Council. France has 
already agreed to receive the del- 
egation whereas the Soviet Union 
has said it was ready to receive the 
delegation separately and the 
.U.S., maintaining its refusal to 
talk to the PLO, has refused to 
receive the joint delegation. 

The IDU fact-finding del- 
egation visited Syria, Israel. 
Egypt, Iraq and Saudi Arabia bef- 


just peace 

ore arriving here on the last-leg of 
its Middle East swing, and Mr. De 
Lipkowski said Saturday he found 
that “most Arab countries have a 
strong desire to solve the Pal- 
estinian cause through peaceful 
means, but not at the expense of 
the national rights of the Pal- 
estinian people.” 

He said the delegation was rec- 
eived by Saudi King Fahd Ibn 
Abdul Aziz who said that the 
Arabs "have nothing against the 
Israeli people, but the Palestinians 
also have the right to live in peace 
and to self-determination." 

The delegation also met with 
Israeli Foreign Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir who "called for a direct 
dialogue between Israel and Jor- 
dan" for a settlement to the Pal- 
estinian problem, Mr. De Lip- 
kowski said. 

Mr. De Lipkowski and Mr. Spi- 
cer. a member of the British Con- 
servative Party, also met with lea- 
ding Palestinian personalities liv- 
ing in the occupied territories who 
"told us that (Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Shimon) Peres holds a mod- 
erate view towards the Palestinian 
issue and he was the right person 
we should talk to.” 

However, Mr. De Lipkowski 
said the delegation was unable to 
meet Mr. Peres and he was hoping 
to see the Israeli leader on a return 
visit to Israel. 

The delegation will also pay a 
return visit to Egypt. 

The IDU delegation will come 
back to Jordan after His Majesty 
King Hussein pays a planned visit 
to Washington later this month for 
talks with President Ronald Rea- 
gan. Mr. De Lipkowski said. 

During its July meeting, the 
IDU is .scheduled to discuss the 
Middle East conflict and the rep- 
ort to be submitted by Mr. De 
Lipkowski and Mr. Spicer would 
be a basis for discussions. 


Lawzi, 

Fayez 

brief 

Greek 

patriarch 

AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of 
the Upper House of Parliament 
Ahmad AI Lawzi. Saturday rec- 
eived Patriarch Siravim. head of 
the Orthodox Church in Greece 
and Patriarch Theodores 1 of the 
Holy City of Jerusalem. 

Mr. Lawzi briefed the patriarch 
on the efforts His Majesty King 
Hussein is exerting at all int- 
ernational levels to restore the 
usurped Arab rights and achieve a 
comprehensive and just set- 
tlement based on human rights 
and the Palestinian people’s right 
to self-determination on their nat- 
ional soil. 

Mr. Lawzi paid tribute to the 
Orthodox church's stand vis-a-vis 
the rights of the Arabs and the 
strong relations and cooperation 
between the church and the peo- 
ple of Jordan. 

Attending the meeting were a 
number of archbishops. 

Earlier on Saturday. Patriarch 
Siravim met with Speaker of the 
Lower House of Parliament A kef 
AI Fayez. who emphasised that 
the return of Jerusalem to Arab 
sovereignty is the key to the Pal- 
estine question, because Jer- 
usalem and Palestine represent 
the joint cultural heritage of the 
Arabs and Muslims. 

Mr. Fayez added that the end of 
the Israeli occupation of the Arab 
.territories is the first ami major 
condition for establishing a just 
and durable peace in the Middle 
East. 

Jordan is "directly involved in 
the sacred issue since the Great 
Arab Revolt and has been sho- 
uldering its responsibilities tow- 
ards it and has been and will rem- 
ain the guardian for Islamic, Chr- 
istian and Jewish holy places in the 
now Israeli occupied lands,” Mr. 
Fayez said. 

“The Palestinian tragedy has 
disclosed the dimensions of the 
Zionist ambitions and aggression 
on Arab territories and their att- 
empts to obliterate the Arab civ- 
ilisation." the speaker said. 

Mr. Fayez also spoke about the 
"illegal and inhuman Israeli pra- 
ctices in the occupied Arab ter- 
ritories, which contradict with 
basic human rights and int- 
ernational charteis.” 

Foreign Minister Taher A I 
Masri also received Patriarch Sir- 
avim. 


Qadhafi pays surprise 
visits to Sudan, Jeddah 

KHARTOUM (Agencies) — ' Mr. Dafaallah’s mainly civilian 
Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi cabinet is administering^ Sudan 
arrived unexpectedly in Kha- under the council's direction dur- 
rtoum Saturday for airport talks ing a promised one-year transition 
with Sudan’s new leaders and cal- to full civilian rule, 
led for the overthrow of the Egy- Col. Qadhaff s visit, announced 
ptian government. only two hpurs before his arrival. 

He said in an arrival statement was certain' to heighten concern in 
he had come to congratulate the Cairo, once Mr. Numeiri's closest 
Sudanese people on the April 6 ally in the region but now worried 
military coup which ousted Pre- over the new regime’s rap- 
sident Jafaar Nuraeiri, and said prochement with Libya 
Egypt’s turn would come to ove- Mr. Nuraeiri, now in exile m 
rthrow what he called the “rea- Egypt, had lohg accused Col. 
ctionary regime” in Cairo. Qadhafi of conspiring to ove- 

He is the first foreign head of rthrow him and in 1979 broke off 
state to visit Sudan since the coup relations- with Tripoli, 
led by General Abdul Rahman Col. Qadhafi earlier this month 
Swareddahab, who now heads a sent a 40-man delegation headed 
transitional military council and by his number two, Abdul Sal am 
was at the airport to meet Col. Jalloud, to Khartoum in response 
Qadhafi. to overtures from the new regime. 

The' Libyan leader, stopping He also pledged to end support 
over on his way home from Rwa- for the Sudanese People’s Lib- 
nda, was accompanied by a ret- eration Army, which had been 
inueofsome 300 people, many of waging a rebellion in the south 
whom lined up to cheer and chant aimeo at forcing Mr. Numeiri’s 
slogans of support as he inspected overthrow, 
a guard of honour with Gen. Swa- . Later on Saturday, Col. Qad- 
reddahab. hafi arrived in Jeddah, Saudi Ara- 

“I congratulate the Sudanese bia, and held talks with King Fahd, 
army which took the side of the the Libyan News Agency, JANA, 
masses and ousted the reactionary said. 

regime of Numeiri” he said. It said Col. Qadhafi plans to 
The visit was the strongest md- visit Islamicholy sites in the Saudi 
icatioo yet of a rapprochement Kingdom, 
between the northern African Bui the Libyan leader also held 
neighbours that began shortly, immediate- talks with the Saudi 
after the bloodless coup ousted monarch, who welcomed him at 
Mr. Numeiri. - foe airport, JANA said. It gave no 

Gen. Swareddahab headed the details, but the discussions are lik- 
welcoming delegation at Kha- ely to have covered latest dev- 
rtoum airport, which also included elopments on the Iran -Iraq war 
Prime Minister AI Gazoaly Daf- and current efforts in several qua- 
aallah. rters to negotiate a peace. 


Indian parliament debates 
tough anti-terrorist bill 

NEW DELHI (R) — Prime Min- editiously." he said, 
ister Rajiv Gandhi’s government * Authoritative sources said the 
introduced sweeping anti- terrorist harsh punishments and sweeping 
legislation Saturday, including the provisions of the legislation mar- 
death sentence for acts which kill, ked a government switch to det- 
to fight Sikh extremists. errence from simply reacting to 

The legislation gives the gov- terrorist acts, 
emrnent almost unlimited rights A terrorist act was defined as 
to search premises, intercept mail, one intended to "overawe the 
tap telephones, hold secret trials government, strike terror, ali- 
and imprison for life people who enate any section, and affect har- 
aid terrorists.- mouy among different sections.” 

It provides for life prison sen- The definition also covered acts 
tences for writers of songs, spe- which used “hazardous materials" 
eches or poems which question or to cause death and injury, des- 
disrupt the sovereignty and ter- miction of property or disruption 
ri tonal integrity of India. of supplies or services essential to 

The legislation angered many the community, 
opposition politicians who com- Mr. Sen. while agreeing to fur- 
plained that the definition of ter- ther debate on the bill next Mon- 
rorism was too sweeping and par- day, said there could be no further 
liament, which was due to adjourn delay because of the seriousnessrof 
Saturday, was extended until the threat posed by extremists 
Monday to debate the issue. wanting a separate Sikh state. 

Law Minister Ashoke Sen, ini- "We are facing an unp- 
roduring the terrorist and dis- rece dented danger. We must act 
ruptive activities (prevention) bill swiftly and firmly ” he said, 
a week after an extremist bombing The bill covers Indian citizens 

campaign killed 86 people, said living abroad. It enables the see- 
the attacks marked a new and urity authorities to stop corn- 
overt phase of terrorism in India, ra unications between people ins- 
indicating that the battle to ide and outside the country and to 
stamp out extremists would be a stop financial assistance from abr- 
long one,. Mr. Sen said' the act oad, 

would remain in force for two ' Demonstrations and pro- 
years after it was promulgated. cessions can be banned. In special 

He told the Ldk Sabha (Lower courts which can be set 1 up to try 
House of Parliament) that the terrorists the names of witnesses 
bombing blitz was an attempt to and proceedings will be secret, 
create fear and panic and disrupt - Hie bill also bans prosecutions, 
communal peace. legal proceedings or law suits aga- 

" This is a new and overt phase fast any government or security 
of terrorism which requires to be official who acted in “good faith" 
taken serious note of and dealt fa carrying out' the provisions of 
with effectively and exp- the bill. 










2 Home- Middle East news 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY MAY 19. 1W5 


Publicity aids Beirut 
hostages, newsman says 


BIRMINGHAM, Alabama (Agencies) — Television 
newsman Jeremy Levin, who escaped after nearly a 
year as a hostage of kidnappers in Lebanon, said 
President Ronald Reagan’s administration wrongly 
feels news media coverage is a threat to hostages. 


“Publicity is protection,'' Levin 
told the Birmingham press . Qub. 

Levin was Beirut bureau chief 
for Cable News Network when he 
was abducted in March 1984. He 
said bis treatment began imp- 
roving after his wife travelled to 
Syria and began publicising his' 
plight. 

“When has the truth about a 
hostage situation been a danger to 
hostages?” said Levin, who said 
he thought the Reagan adm;. 
ini strati on has been embarrassed 
by the hostages and has “diverted 
attention from what it is doing — 
or not doing” to help them. 

“The public, in order to decide 
if it agrees with its government's 
actions, needs to know what they 
are,” he said. 

Levin said he disagrees with 
those who contend that wid- 
espread publicity prolonged the 
Iranian hostage crisis in 1980. He 
said some Americans have been 
held hostage in Lebanon much 
longer than those in Iran. 


“Perhaps press attention is what 
made the Iranian crisis as short as 
it was," said Levin. 

Levin's wife. Sis, said her calls 
to the State Department usually 
were directed to a specialist in 
counter-terrorism who told her 
- only that the government believed 
Levin and the other hostages were 
alive. 

The U.S. government said Fri- 
day^it would support- efforts by 
families of four Americans kid- 
napped in Lebanon to save their 
lives but repeated its refusal to 
give in to demands for their rel- 
ease. 

“We are prepared to facilitate 
such private efforts if requested,” 
State Department Spokesman 
Bernard Kalb said. However, 
those persons undertaking such 
private initiatives do not speak for 
the U.S. government." 

Repeating the U.S. refusal to 
give in to the kidnappers' dem- 
ands, Mr. Kalb said that would 
“just open the doors for terrorists 


to take more hostages whenever 
some of their colleagues were cap- 
tured." 

The Rev. Jesse Jackson, who 
accompanied relatives of two of 
the kidnapped Americans in sep- 
arate meetings with State Dep- 
artment officials and Arab League 
representatives, called the U.S. 
position unhelpful. 

“This is no time to use the kind 
of inciting language that can in fact 
jeopardise the lives of the people 
who are. there,” he said. 

Rev. Jackson, who won the rel- 
ease of a U.S. pilot fromSyria in 
1983, told reporters he hoped to 
go to Kuwait and possibly Iran in 
an effort to free the Americans 
held in Lebanon. 

U.S. officials said they were 
.conducting their own quiet effort 
to obtain the hostages' release. 
They have given no details on the 
effort but Mr. Kalb said “we are 
always willing to talk. To talk, 
there must be a willing int- 
erlocutor. To date, there has not 
been one.” 

Kidnappers of four American 
and two French hostages in Leb- 
anon threatened Friday a“terrible 
catastrophe” unless the families 
pressured Kuwait to release 17 
people jailed for 1 983 bomb att- 
acks on the U.S. and French emb- 


Threat to U.S. hostages in Beirut raises 
prospects of action against Iran 


By George Gedda 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Threats- 
against Americans and Fre- 
nchmen taken hostage in Lebanon 
are raising the possibility of U.S. 
military actionagainst Iran, which 
President' Ronald Reagan’s adm- 
inistration believes is responsible 
for the kidnappings. 

U.S. statements in recent 
months, both private and public, 
have left a clear impression that 
the United States is prepared to 
strike against Iran if the hostages 
are killed. 

ShFite militants in Lebanon 
warned on Thursday that the hos- 
tages face “catastrophic con- 
sequences" if Muslim extremists 
imprisoned in Kuwait are not set 
free. 

Reaffirming U.S. policy on Fri- 
day, State Department Spo- 
kesman Bernard Kalb said that 
release of the Kuwaiti prisoners 
would only encourage and inc- 
rease in terrorist activities. 

In a March speech, Robert 
McFarlane, Mr. Reagan's national 
security adviser, said the United 
States had “sufficient evidence 
that radical ShPites terrorists are 
responsive to Iranian guidance" 
for the United States to hold Iran 
responsible for attacks against 
U.S. citizens and property. 

He added that under the proper 
circumstances, the United States 
would use force against gov- 
ernments that sponsor terrorist 
acts. 

“In due course, our actions 
must speak for themselves,” Mr. 


McFarlane said. “We cannot and 
will not abstain from forcible act- 
ion to prevent, pre-empt or res- 
pond to terrorist acts where con- 
ditions merit the use of force." 

Asked Friday whether Mr. 
McFarlane' s statements still ref- 
lect administration policy. State 
Department Spokesman Bernard 
Kalb said, “I have nothing that 
would dilute in any way what was 
said at that time." 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

In February, Secretary of State 
George P. Shultz sent a con- 
fidential message to Iran through 
diplomatic channels warning that 
it would suffer consequences if the 
hostages were executed, U.S. off- 
icials said. • 

The officials, who insisted on 
anonymity, said the warning was 
prompted by a telephoned threat 


Turkish troops kill one 
rebel, capture 2 others 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish troops 
killed one guerrilla and captured 
two others in a clash in south east 
Turkey dose to the Iraqi and Syr- 
ian borders last Sunday, a martial 
law statement said. 

The incident happened near the 
town of Silopi as the guerrillas 
were entering Turkey from bey- 
ond the frontier, the statement 
said without elaboration. 

It said they had been trained 
abroad and were armed with Kal- 


ashnikov rifles, pistols and roc- 
kefc. 

The statement identified the 
guerrillas only as “brigands” but 
the incident took place in an area 
where Kurdish guerrillas are fig- 
hting for autonomy. 

At least 23 Kurdish guerrillas, 
31 troops and 13 civilians have 
been killed m clashes and amb- 
ushes by the guerrillas since spo- 
radic fighting began last August 



Lebanon faces huge 
reconstruction bill 


from the Islamic Jihad org- 
anisation to a western news age- 
ncy that one of the hostages would 
be killed. 

Mr. Shultz did not specify what 
consequences Iran would suffer 
but Mr. McFarlane's speech a 
month later appeared to make it 
dear that military action was 
being contemplated. 

Mr. McFarlane delivered the 
speech nine days after the kid- 
naping of Terry Anderson, 37, 
Middle East correspondent of the 
Associated Press. 

The other kidnap victims are 
U.S. embassy offidal William 
Buckley, 56, the Reverand Ben- 
jamin Weir, a 60-year-old Pre- 
sbyterian minister, the Reverand 
Lawrence Jenco., 50. a Roman 
Catholic priest, 'and French dip- 
lomats Marcel Fontaine, 45. and 
Marcel Carton. 62. 


U.N. chief 
recommends 
Golan force 
renewal 

NEW YORK (USIA) — In a rep- 
ort to the Security Council 
Secretary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar has recommended that the 
1,3 00- man U.N. Disengagement 
Observer Force (UNDOF) in the 
Golan Heights be left in place for 
another six months. 

In the periodic report to the 
i Council since UNDOF was first 
set up between Israeli and Syrian 
forces in May 1974, the 
secretary-general said that “in the 
prevailing circumstances, I con- 
sider the continued presence of 
UNDOF in the area to be ess- 
ential.” 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar reports to 
the Coundl every six months 
when the UNDOF mandate 
comes up for renewal. In the past 
six months, he said, the situation 
in the Israel-Syria sector has rem- 
ained quiet and there have been 
no serious incidents. 

“Despite the present quiet in 
the Israel-Syria sector, die sit- 
uation in the Middle East as a 
whole continues to be potentially 
dangerous and is likely to remain 
so, unless and until a com- 
prehensive settlement covering all 
aspects of the Middle East pro- 
blems can be readied,” he said. 

Both Is^eJ and Syria have agr- 
• eed to the proposed extension and 


i the Co un pH is expected ro meet on 
1 May 20 to vote on the'renewal.' 

9 cases of cholera 
found in Ethiopia 

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia (AP) 
— Despite continued government 
denials, physicians have positively 
established nine cases of cholera 
in a northern Ethiopian famine 
victims camp, relief workers and 
diplomatic sources have said. 

The sources said workers at the 
government-run Pasteur Institute 
in Addis Ababa confirmed the 
cases after testing 1 0 stool samples 
from drought victims in Mekelle. 

According to the sources, it was 
the first established confirmation 
of cholera in Ethiopia. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


■ An exhibition of works by Zccna 
Shukry daily at the Petra Bank An 
Gallery (except Fridays). 

‘ An exhibition of water colour and 
Chinese ink paintings by Adnan Yahia 
at the Jordan Plastic Artists Associa- 
tion 

* An exhibition of plastic arts by 
Rafccq Ai Lahum at the Ruyal Cultu- 
ral Centre. 

* An exhibition on famous German 
composers (Heinrich Schutz. Johann 
Bach. George Handel) at the Goethe 
Institute 

THEATRE 


* A play entitled "Aria Da Capu~ at 
7.3tl p.m. at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre Tel . 

American Centre 

American Centre Library 

British Council 

French Cultural Centre 

Goethe Institute 

Soviet Cultural Centre .... 

Spanish Cultural Centre 

Turkish Cultural Centre ....... 

I lay a Arts Centre 

Hussein Youth City 

Y.W.C.A 

Y.W.M.A 

Amman Municipal Library ... 
University of Jordan Library . 

MUSEUMS 


fifillEW7 
. 644371 
. 641520 
h36 147/8 
. ti37WI9 

. 64]*N3 

. 644203 
. 6241149 
. 639777 
. 665195 
607181/6 
. 641793 
. 664251 
. 6371 1 1 
. 843555 


Fo&lorc Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 cats old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jcrash l4ch to IHih 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. .Opening hours; (J.0l) a.m. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. Tel. 651760. 
Jordan Archaeological Museum: Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal Al Qal'a 
(Citadel Hill). Opening hours: 9 .Op 
-a.m. - 5.00 p.m. (Fridays and offidal 
holidays lO.UOa'.m. - 4.(JUp.m.) Closed 
Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery; Contains col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, .and 
sculpture by contemporary Islamic 


artists Irom most til the Muslim coun- 
tries and a collection of paintings by 
Wh Century orientalist artists. Munla- 
zah. Jabal Luwcihdch. Opening hours: 
111.1(1 a.m. - 1.30 p.m. and 3.1*1 p.m. - 
6.KI p.m. Closed Tucsdavs. Tel. 
630128. 

Martyrs' Manorial I Military 
Museum): Collection of military 

memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City. Amman. 
Opening hours 9.1XJ a.m. - 4.U) p.m. 
Closed Saturdays. Tel. 664240. 
Popular Life of Jordan Masevm: 1 CIO to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: U9.tX) a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 6371W. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Lions Amman Club. Meetings every 
First and third Wednesday al the Holi- 
day Inn. 1.30 p.m. 

Lions Philadelphia Club. Mcetinp ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7.3U p.m. 
Philadelphia Rotary Club. Meetings 
_ every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
" l JO p.m. _ 

Rotary Club. Meeting every Tuesday 
at the intercontinental Hotel. 2.ti> 
p.m. 

Royal Automobile Club. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Circle. TcL 815261. 
981410. 

CHURCHES 

Sl Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. Ivl. 624590. 

Church of the Annundadoa (-Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luwcihdch. 637440. 
De la SaOe Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Chord) of the Annradadoo (Greek 
Orthodox) Ahdali. 623541. 

Anglican Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. 625383. 
Armenian Cathode Church Ashrafich. 
77133). 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ash ra- 
tio h. 775261 

St. Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafich. 77175). 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Soulhcro 
Baptist School in Shmcisaoi. 816534. 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Jabal 
Amman. 6th Circle. (Rev. N. Smir). 
Tel: 811295. 

■PRAYER TIMES _ . 

OfiOl J^l r 

. o$;jf (Sunrise) Duha 

1 7 - 1 ? Dhuhr 

16:13 ‘A*r 

19JI Maghreb 

21:64 


Iraq reports hitting 
‘large naval target’ 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
has said that its aircraft had att- 
acked and hit a “large naval tar- 
get” near Iran's main oil ter minal 
at Kharg Island in the Gulf. 

A statement of Baghdad Tel- 
evision said the aircraft attacked 
the “target”, a term used by Iraq 
to refer to oil tankers or large mer- 
chant ships, at 10:15 p.m. (1815 
GMT) Friday and returned to 
base safely. 

The statement said Iraq would 
continue its blockade of Iranian 
ports “until it succumb to justice 
and accept peace”. 

Iraq's last announcement of att- 
acks on shipping in the Gulf was 
last Monday, but there has been 
no independent confirmation. 

The last oonfnined attack was 
on the 71 ,780-ton Turkish oil tan- 
ker Burak M, struck by a missile 
on May I. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein said Friday that Iraq would 
observe a ceasefire throughout the 
holy Muslim . fasting month of 
Ramadan if- its Gulf war opp- 
onent, Iran, does the same. 

Baghdad Television said Mr. 
Hussein had received a message 
from Ma’arouf Ai Dawaiibi, a 
former Syrian prime minister who 
chaired an Islamic conference 
held in Baghdad last month, cal- 
ling on both sides to stop fighting 
for Ramadan; which is. expected to 
start on Mon day. - 

The Iraqi leader said in reply 
that he had ordered his armed for- 
ces to cease firing from midnight' 
on Monday on ail Gulf war fronts, 
"provided that the other party 
announces its compliance with the 
call and fully adheres to it,” the 
television broadcast said. 

His reply, also carried by the 
Iraqi News Agency IN A, added 
the hope that Iran would not use 
the ceasefire to mass troops for a 
fresh assault. 

“I have issued the necessary ins- 
tructions to the armed forces to 
abide by the call, as from the said 
time, and until one day after Eid 
Al Fitr,” Mr. Hussein said. The 
Eid is a three-day feast ending 
Ramadan. 


Both sides in the 56-month-old 
war have been urged by Islamic 
leaders to stop firing for previous 
Ramadan fasting months but the 
cease-fires have not held. 

la Jeddah. Saudi Arabia an 
appeal was made Friday by a 
committee representing religious 
heads of 1 8 Muslim nations to Iraq 
and Iran for a ceasefire during the 
month of Ramadan as a step tow- 
ard further negotiations to end the 
Gulf war. 

The committee made personal 
appeals to Presidents Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq and Ali Khamenei 
of Iran to end fighting on the mid- 
night of Monday, the start of the 
Muslim month of fasting and pra- 
yer. 

Chairman Ma’arouf Dawaiibi 
of the follow-up committee of the 
Popular Islamic Conference gave 
the appeal letters to the Iraqi 
ambassador and the head of the 
Ir anian Interest Office in this 
Saudi Arabian port city. 

Mr. Dawaiibi told reporters he 
will wait for replies till Sunday. 

The follow-up committee was 
formed as a result of a resolution 
adopted during the second Pop- 
ular Islamic . Conference held in 
Baghdad last month. 

Mr. Dawaiibi said letters will 
also be sent to the heads of the two 
.superpowers -and the -secretary' 
general of the -United Nations to 
help start the negotiations. 

He said the 55-month-old war 
“is not only a danger to the Middle 
East but to the whole world.” he 
said. 

A lull currently pervades the 
front lines between Iraq and Iran 
with only minor skirmishing and 
occasional Iraqi announcement of 
raids on tankers plying Iranian 
ports. The lull followed the fierce 
ground and air fighting in March 
between the countries and the visit 
last month to Baghdad and Teh- 
ran by the U.N. Secretary General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar in pre- 
paration for a Security Council 
debate on means of ending the 
war. 


By Joim Kohut 

Reuter 

JEB JENINE, Lebanon »— 
South-east Lebanon faces a huge 
reconstruction bOJ after three 
years of Israeli occupation, but 
officials say die government can 
offer little financial help. 

Officials from Beirut, touring 
the western Bekaa VeDcy, have 
told reporters that billions of Leb- 
anese pounds were needed to rep- 
air damage caused by the Israelis 
since their 1982 invasion. There 
are 16.28 pounds to the dollar. 

“But the Council For the South 
(in charge of reconstruction in the 
area) has total funds of only 100 
million pounds (Ssix million) — 
enough to help about 10 villages,” 
Information Ministry Director- 
General Ayyub Hmayyed said. 

The head of the council, Moh- 
ammad Beydoun, congratulated 
local notables on the April 24 Isr- 
aeli withdrawal and promised 
moral support, but told villagers at 
Jeb Jenine, 40 kilometres south- 
east of Beirut: “Our contribution 
can only be small” 

He said the coundl had received 
no aid from the Arab -World since 
1980, while other Lebanese gov- 
ernment departments bad pro- 
vided the council with a fra ctio n of 
their commitments. 

Roads, schools, electricity and 
tens of thousands of jobs were 
needed in the region, he said. 

• Residents said numerous agr- 
icultural projects were stopped 
after the invasion, and houses 
were dynamited and bulldozed. 
Curfews and roadblocks stopped 
people from getting to their land 
and they had had to live largely on 
savings since 1982. 

A 75-year-old fanner at the vil- 
lage of Kamed AI Loz, a few kil- 
ometres from Jeb Jenine, said it 
was now too late in the season to 
plant his fields in what used to be a 
no-man’s land between former 
Syrian and Isradi confrontation 
lines. 


The Lebanese army has taken 
over the area evacuated by the 
Israelis. Syria, with an e s tim a ted 
30,000 troops in north and east 
Lebanon, did not jnove soul£ after 
the Israelis pulled back to aborder 
strip, which they are due to vacate 
by June. 

Syrian soldiers stationed near 
Jeb Jenine said they now spent 
their time clearing the 'and of 
mines so that farmers could return 
to their fields. 

Some villagers expressed bit- 
terness that the government had 
neglected the region even before 
the invasion. It bad given no ind- 
ication that state help would be 
forthcoming even after their sons 
had fought to hasten Israels wit- 
hdrawal, they said. 

Hantida Sharkassi. an elderly 
widow, said Israeli troops had des- 
troyed her bouse, her sons gave 
her no money and no one would 
listen, to her appeals for aid. 

“Aid is given out, but they 
whisk it away ... Every official who 
comes to the village says, * You are 
not registered here,' and they give 
me nothing.'' die complained. 

One man said that while money- 
had been given to families of fig- 
hters who died in combat with Isr- 
aelis in the Tyre area, none had 
been given to such families in 
Kamed Al Loz. 

“Whenever a bouse is des- 
troyed in the South, the Council 
For the South visits it and pays 
compensation, but that does not 
happen here,” he said. 

Many formers have managed to 
put in grape vines for the famous 
Kefraya wine, but much land still 
lies fallow. Deep trenches trace 
the lines where the Israeli army 
once faced the Syrians. 

Owners of orchards say they 
look forward to making some pro- 
fit this year after seeing three sea- 
sons of apples and other fruit rot 
on Lhe trees because the Israelis- 
cut off all roads to Beirut. their 
major market. 


Greek Cypriots call for 
Kyprianou’s resignation 


NICOSIA (R) — Tens of tho- 
usands of Greek Cypriots have 
called for the resignation of their 
president at right-wing rally in the 
capital of -this divided Med- 
iterranean Island. 

GIttfoos Clerides, leader of the 
opposition Rally Party which org- 
anised the protest, told a chanting, 
flag-waving crowd that President 
Spyros Kyprianou had dashed 
hopes of national unity and should 
bow to parliamentary censure or 
resign. 

“History will say that during the 
Kyprianou presidency four att- 
empts for a peaceful solution to 
the Cyprus problem foundered 
and an illegal Turkish 'Cypriot 
state was declared and con- 
solidated.” Mr. Clerides told his 
cheering supporters. 

Mr. Kypnanou was censured by 
parliament in March over his han- 
dling of failed U.N.-sponsored 
talks with Turkish Cypriot leader 
Rauf Denktash, aimed at re- 


uniting Cyprus. 

Mr. Denktash declared the nor- 
thern third of Cyprus independent 
-in 1 983 nine years after it was occ- 
upied by Turkey. Only Ankara 
has recognised the new state. 

Mr. Clerides says Mr. Kyp- 
rianou has had only minority sup- 
port since December when be 
abandoned a pact with the pow- 
erful Akel Communist Party 
which secured him victory in a 
1 983 presidential election. 

Akel, which backed the Rally 
Party to cany the parliamentary 
censure a gains t Mr. Kyprianou. 
plans a similar protest dem- 
onstration on June 7. * 

Between them Akel and Rallv. 
former bitter rivals, control 23 
seats in the 35-member House of 
Representatives. 

Meanwhile Turkish Cypriot 
leader Rauf Denktash Friday 
announced his candidacy for pre- 
sidential elections in the bre- 
akaway Turkish Republic of Nor- 
thern Cyprus set for June 9. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
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This information a supplied by Alia 
information department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport, tel. 
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ARRIVALS 

09JO Berlin. Larnaca ( IF) 

1930 Aqahu(RJ) 

10:45 Cairo (RJ) 

10:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

Ilfc45 Jeddah (RJ) 

11:00 Duabi. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

1130 Beirut (RJ.MEA) 

11:45 Riyadh. Dhahran (SV) 

14.-05 Cura (MS) 

1439 Tripoli. Larnaca (LN) 

1435 Kuwait (KU) 

18:15 : Aqaba (RJ) 

1835 Athens (RJ) 

1830 Cairo (RJJ 

18:35 Los Anpcics. Chicago. Vienna 
. (RJt 

18:40 .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

1835 Frankfurt. Brussels (RJ) 

I9KW London (RJ) 

19:60 Paris. Rome (RJ) 

19*5 Athens. Damascus (OA)> 

20.-00 1. Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

2030 Frankfurt (LH) 

2035 London (BA) 

22.-00 Baghdad (IA) 

22.-05 Copenhagen. Athens (PK) 

01:10 Baghdad (RJ) 

DEPARTURES 

0630 Frankfurt (LH) 

0830 Beirut (RJ.MEA) 

08:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

99:00 Damascus. Paris (AF) 

1030 Damascus. Rome (AZ) 

1130 Larnaca. Berlin (IF) 

12:00 Vienna. New York (RJ) 

1230 Athens (RJ) 

12:45 Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

13:15 Riyadh. Dhahran (SV) 

1430 Cairo (RJ) 

1439 Cairo (MS) 

1535 Kuwait (KU) 

‘1630 Larnaca. Tripoli (LN) 

1«=M f Aqaba (RJ) 

18:15 Baghdad (1A) 

2030 Damascus. Larnaca (RJ) 

2030 Kuwait (RJ) 

20:40 Dhahran (RJ I 

21:00 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

21:10 Baghdad (RJ) 

2130 Dubai (RJ) 

21s45 Cairo (RJ) 

2135 .......... Baghdad. London (BA) 

22.-00 Aba Dhabi. Singapore (RJ) 

2330 Bangkok (RJ) 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-fine ships docking, al Aqaba 
port: 

— Pcma 

— Alsalimiab 

— Golden Auckland 

— Rcwt 

— Viva One 

— NedlJoyd Rocfactcr 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company. Tel: 
622324-9 at your service. 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be warm. Variable winds will 
become northwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds mil be northerly moder- 
ate and sea calm. 

Amman 16/31 

Aqaba 22 / 38 

Deserts 18 / 33 

Jordan Valley 20 / 37 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 31. Aqaba 38. 

Humidity readings: Amman 32 per 
cent. Aquba 16 per cent. 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Saturday 

Local scU/buv rates 

Belgian franc 63/ 

Dutch guilder 116/ 

'Egyptian guinea 287.3/ 

French franc 42.9/ 

Irani dinar 396.6/ 

Italian lire (for 100) 20.4/ 

Japanese yen (for 100) 160.1/ 

Kuwaiti dinar 1330.3/ ; 

Lebanese lira 25 1 

Omani riyal UftV ! 

Qatari riyal 110 / 

Saudi riyal 1 10.4 i 

Swedish crown 44.7/ 

Swiss Trane 154.7/ 

Syrian lira 36.1/ 

UAE dirham 109.1/ , 

U.K. sterling pound 508.7/ 

US. dollar 401/ 

W. German mark ’ 131 J/ 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman Govcmoraic 891228 

Amman Gvil Defence : 19K.199 

Civil Defence libid.... 271293.273131 

Civil Defence Ouwctsmch 7711733 

Ambulance 193. 775111 

Amman downtown Are brigade ... 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood bank 778303 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 6220900 

Police rescue 192.621111.637777 

Police headquarters 63914 1 

Traffic police 896390 / 1 

Electric power Co. 636381/4. 6248X1 
Municipal water complaints 771 125*8 
Queen Alia Int. Airport (08) 53330/60 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: . 

Dr. Mohammad Al Ajam 
Dr. Amin Abdul Jahcr ... 

Ai Salam pharmacy 

Mrctsh pharmacy " 

Finis pharmacy 

Grand Arabian pharmacy 

Hashcmi pharmacy 

Maher pharmacy 

Na'im pharmacy 


TAXIS: 
Shmctsaiu taxi 
Ascm taxi .... . 
Mihyartaxi .... 
Amman taxi ... 
Tjjtaxi 


HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centre .... 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn. 644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amman 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmchanj 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845/65 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127.37 

Al-Ahli. AhdaJi 664164/6 

Italian. AI-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J . Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Maria 891611/15 


1RB1D: 

Dr. All Al Omari 272032 

Mnghayrah Wchdah pharmacy 242U38 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Hisham Shuraban 986632 

Dalai pharmacy ( — ) 

GENERAL 

Jordan Television 7731 lb 19 

Radio Jordan 774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism 642311 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Price complaints 661176 

Telephone Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls 10 

Overseas caHs 17 

Repair service 11 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Decree approves revised registration law 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree has been issued approving 
the -revised regulation, of the Civil Regjstration Law. The ame- 
ndment defines the fees collected for issuing and re-issuing family 
books, identity cards and issuing birth, marriage, divorce and 
death certificates. ■ 

Ministry organises, expatriate meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Arrangements and preparations for the first 
conference for Jordanian expatriates, scheduled to be held bet- 
ween July 20 and July 24, were the subject of discussiou during a- 
meeting held Saturday under the chairmanship of Minister of 
Labour and Social Development Khalid Haj Hassan. The meeting 
reviewed the measures taken so far to prepare for the conference 
in the technical and administrative fields. Attending the meeting 
were the ministry s under-secretary. Dr. Saleh A1 Khasawneh, 
and the conference secretary Mahmoud Ai TaJ. 

Supply Ministry prepares for Ramadan 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Supply will provide suf- 
ficient quantities of food including chicken, frozen fish and fresh 
meat during the fasting month of Ramadan, a spokesman for the 
ministry said Saturday. The source added that the minis try has 
increased the quanity of imported mutton to eight plane-loads per 
week, compared to the usual quantity of six plane-loads a week. 
Mutton will be sold every day including Saturday, the source 
added. 

Cabinet okays EC grant 

AMMAN (Petra) — The cabinet has approved an agreement 
between the University of Jordan and the Eurooean Community 
(EC) under which .the EC will offer the university’s Faculty of 
Agriculture a grant amounting to JD 250,000. The grant will be 
used for conducting field experiments to assess the possibility of 
increasing agricultural production and means to combat des- 
ertification in Muwaqqar area. 

C VDB director meets World Bank official 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cities and Villages Development Bank 
(CVDB) Director Mohammad Saleh Al Horani Saturday rec- 
eived a World Bank representative currently on a visit to Jordan. 
During the meeting they discussed the existing relations between 
the CVDB and the World Bank and the possibility of die CVDB 
obtaining a second loan from the World Bank. * 

Rawabdeb leaves for fertiliser talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — Amman Mayor and Chairman of the Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Company board of directors Abdul Ra'ouf Al 
Rawabdeb left for Munich Saturday to attend the annual con- 
ference of the international organisation for fertiliser producers. 
Deputy Mayor of Amman Ismail Al Armooti took over as mayor 
of Amman during Mr. Rawabdeh’s absence abroad. 


Hindawi transfers sub-district officers 


AMMAN Anirtuia Governor Turki A( Hmdawi has 

decided to make the following transfers among sub-district off- 
icers in Amman Governorate as of Sunday; Mr. Noah- Al Dar- 
awheh is transferred from Zarqa to Muaqqar, Mr. Abdul Karim 
Al Nimri is transferred' from Muaqqar to Naour and Mr. Moh- 
ammad Al Nu'eimat is transferred from Naour to Bezrein. 



QUEEN VISITS MODEL SCHOOL: 

Her Majesty Queen Nbor Saturday vfefts the Uni- 
versity of Jordan model school where she was bri- 
efed by the university’s president Abdul S a tam Al 


Mqjali on the school’s development. Queen Noor I 
later toured the various sections of the school. (Petra f 
photo) 


Delegation 
concludes 
pharmaceutical 
agreement 
with Egypt 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director of 
the Jordanian Commercial Cen- 
tres Corporation Mohammad 
Bani Ham and an accompanying 
delegation have returned to Jor- 
dan after a five-day official visit to 
Egypt during which they held talks 
with Egyptian officials on pha- 
rmaceutical industries. 

Dr. Bani Hani described their 
visit to Egypt as “successful and 
fruitful” and said that the del- 
egation signed an agreement with 
the Egyptian Drugs, Chemicals 
and Medical Appliances Cor- 
poration. 

The agreement, he said, pro- 
vides for facilitating the reg- 
istration of Jordanian products at 
Egyptian health departments. The 
agreement was met with full sat- 
isfaction by drug manufacturers in 
Jordan, Dr. Bani Hani added. 

He also said that a delegation 
headed by the Egyptian cor- 
poration’s chairman mil arrive in 
Jordan shortly to discuss the pos- 
sibility of concluding agreements 
widj drug m^ufecturere in Jordait 
•for - supplying -.Egyptian pha- 
rmaceutical products; raw mat-' 
erials and medical appliances. 

The volume of trade in the field 
of pharmaceutical products and 
appliances is expected to reach $5 
million for each country. 


Conferees cable King, Queen 


AMMAN (Petra) — Participants 
in the National Conference on 
“Jordanian Women: Facts and 
Aspirations" Saturday sent two 
cables to Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Queen Noor. 

In their cable to the King , the 
conferees expressed their loyalty 
and thanked His Majesty for his 
efforts to build a 'modem Jordan 
and for the great care he directs to 
the Jordanian citizen.. They akn 
pledged to continue to make sin- 


cere efforts to contribute to Jor- 
dan's progress. 

In a similar cable to Queen 
Noor, at the conclusion of the con- 
ference, they thanked Her Maj- 
esty for patronising die inaugural 
session and reiterated that they 
will continue to exert their efforts 
to' achieve the positive aspects 
capable of supporting women's 
progress and their role in building 
a strong country. 


Jordan self-sufficient in table 
egg production, report says 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan has 
been able to achieve self- 
sufficient in the production of 
table eggs and has started to exp- 
ort this commodity, a report iss- 
ued by the Ministry of Agriculture 
Animal Production and Health 
Department has said. 

The report added that Jordan is 
about to achieve self-sufficiency in 
poultry meat as it is now pro- 


ducing 80 per cent of the domestic 
requirements of poultry. 

The report said that the number 
of goats' and sheep in the country 
totalled 980,000 at the end of 
1983 and the number of farmers 
producing chickens for poultry 
meat totalled 1,059. The number 
of egg-producing farms totalled 
159, the report added. 


Masri honours outgoing 
French envoy to Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — Foreign Min- 
ister TaherAl Masri Saturday hos- 
ted a luncheon in honour of the 
outgoing French ambassador to 
Jordan .Jacques- Alain tie Sedouy, 
on the occasion of -the* end the 
envoy’s term in Jordan. 

Mr. Masri paid tribute to the • 
ambassador’s efforts in dev- 


gratitude and appreciation to His 
Majesty King Hussein and the 
government and people of Jordan 
for the kind hospitality offered to 
him 1 daring his stay in Jordan! He 
also praised the strong. relations' 
between his country and Jordan in J 
all fields. 


Government to amend 
work restrictions for 
West Bank residents 

Arab citizens from occupied territories to be 
given labour opportunities for limited period 


By Sa’ad G. Hattar 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Residents from the occupied West Bank 
will soon have the opportunity to work and reside 
temporarily in the East Bank of Jordan provided 
that their working period does not exceed the val- 
idity of their entry permit to the Kingdom, but wor- 
king in Jordan must not lead to eventual settling 
down here, Ministry of Occupied Territories Affairs 
Under Secretary Ahmad Qatanani said Saturday. 


pOilli 

the government has embarked on 
drafting new amendments to the 
existing regulations relevant to 
moving to and from the West 
Bank. These regulations appear in 
a pamphlet issued by the Min is try 
of Interior, he added. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Times, Dr. Qatanani said that del- 
egates representing the Ministry 
of Interior, the Ministry of Occ- 
upied Territories Affairs, the Jor- 
danian Armed Forces and the 
paramilitary police have been 
meeting to formulate a new ame- 
ndment which is to be declared in 
due course by the Ministry of Int- 
erior. 

The new amendment, when 
implemented, is expected to tac- 
kle the issue of travel between the 
two banks and residence in the 
East Bank or elsewhere for West 
Bankets, in a drive to support the 
steadfastness of the inhabitants of 
the occupied territories. 

Responding to a question on 
whether the new regulations 
would influence the population 
density of the Arab population in 
the West Bank, Dr. Qatanani said 
West Bankers are already working 
abroad and added that the new 
amendments allowing them to 
work in Jordan would shorten the 
distance to their home. Moreover, 
he went on to say that the working 
, durations, as provided for in the 
regulations, are limited in order 
! riot tQ permit West Bankers to set- 
tle in the East Bank. 


The new regulations are flexible 
could be modified whenever it is 
necessary, a source from the Min- 
istry of Interior earlier said. 

The validity of visiting permits 
issued to West Bankers by the Isr- 
aeli authorities are valid fora max- 
imum of three-years, which means 
that Palestinian manpower could 
work in Jordan for three years, but 
only through labour contracts, 


said Dr. Qatanani. 

Commenting on whether the 
Jordanian, labour market can cope 
with the newcomers and if they 
would find job opportunities. Dr. 
Qatanani said the government has 
taken into consideration the cur- 
rent economic circumstances in 
the Kingdom. However, those 
workers can only be accepted in 
certain fields where there is une- 
mployment. Those who do not 
find work opportunities will alw- 
ays have the choice to return to the 
west Bank. Dr. Qatanani added. 

“Teachers from the West Bank 
may have a tempting opportunity 
to work in the East Bank since 
there is a lack of teachers here." 
Dr. Qatanani concluded. 

The existing regulations pro- 
hibit West Bankers from residing 
more than one month in Amman 
and they can not obtain working 
licences nor be employed in any 
job. 


Financiers visit 
Aqaba power station 


. By Monika Warich 

Spedal to the Jortfen Times 

AMMAN — The first conference 
for prospective donors for the sec- 
ond stage of the Aqaba Thermal 
Power Station (ATPS) of the Jor- 
dan Electricity Authority (JEA) 
was concluded Friday with a trip 
to the site of the AITS. 

The donors, which are the Arab 
Fund for Economic and Soda] 
Development (AFESD), the 
Kuwaiti Fund for Arab Economic 
Development, the Saudi Fund for 
Development and other financiers 
from friendly countries and int- 
ernational institutions, expressed 
.their interest in contributing to the 
project, according, to a statement 
from the Ministry of Planning. 


The JD 104 milli on project is of 
vital importance to the Jordanian 
economy as the two 130 MW 
steam units will meet the rising 
demand for electridty in all parts 
of the country. A 400 KW tra- 
nsmission line' from Aqaba to 
Amman is planned when the two 
units of ATPS are expected to 
become operational in 1990 and 
1991 respectively. 

The ATPS will be fuelled with 
coal and the coal handling is to be 
included in the tender. The source 
for the coal, however, has not yet 
been dedded upon, the ministry 
spokesman said. Following the 
donors' conference, various app- 
raisal missions of the prospective 
finandng organisations will take 
place. 


>ra- 

es- 


eloping bilateral relations and pi 
ised these relations, which he di 
cribed as “very strong." 

Mr. Alain de Sedouy expressed 


Indian amateurs display diverse facets of culture 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The walls of the Pal- 
ace of Culture reverberated to the 
rythmic beat of the tabla (drum) 
and the tantalising music of the 
flute and harmonium In- the tra- 
ditional style Friday when ama- 
teur artists living in Jordan ren- 
dered their first-ever public per- 
formance in the Kingdom. 

Though not without its flavte, 
the three-hour programme, org- 


could be really tiring after a few 
minutes. The performance of the 
dance, mostly staged during wed- 
dings and harvest times, was one 
of the items that drew the loudest 
applauses on Friday. 

Ritual dances 


nature of Indian languages, the 
evening would not have given an 
inkling of the number of languages 
heard over the microphone. 

From Bengali and Punjabi in 
the north, drifting down through 
two or three different types of 
Hindi to Tamil and Malayalam in 
the south, the evening’s per- 
formances did in fact cover several 
of the major languages spoken in 
India. ' 



the public of the diversity of the 
Indian" culture, lifestyles and bel- 
iefs. 

The highlights of the “Indian 
Cultural Evening" included dan- 
ces and songs drawn from the 
famous backwaters of the sou- 
thern state of Kerala to the rituals 
of the tribal heartland in nor- 
theastern Assam and Nagaland. 

Bharatanatyam, the centuries- 
old art of coordinating facial exp- 
ression and body movements to 
the beat of tabla and classical 
music, was one of the most cap- 
tivating events of the evening, as 
was a traditional bhangra dance 
from Punjab. 

Bharatanatyam, which derives 
its nqme from a combination of 
four Sanskrit .words, bhava (exp- 
ression), raga (tune), thala 
(rhythm) and natya (dance), ori- 
ginates from South India and is 
perhaps one of the most difficult 
Indian dances to perform. The 
coordination of every movement 
of the face and body with the beat 
of tabla and classical music could 
only be achieved sifter years of 
dedicated practice. 

However, amateurism was 
nowhere evident .in the per- 
formance of two 'teenage girls who 
Jid the difficult dance, on stage 
Friday and they could h ave the sat- 
isfaction of a job well-done. 

Bhangra , a dance which serves 
an idea! forum to bring together 
people from all cast and creed, and 
presents them with, an occasion to 
dance away the social barriers that 
separate them, was performed by 
a group of 10 men, led by four 
Sikhs from Punjab. Though bha- 
ngra is not essentially of Sikh ori- 
gin, all dancers wear the tra- 
ditional Sikh turban and the jub- 
ilant, dancesteps bo the drum beat 


Wearing the typical tribal cos- 
tumes of northeastern India, six 
girls rendered an immitation of 
the awe-inspiring ritual dance that 
some of the tribes in Assam and 
Nagaland are reputed to perform 
human sacrifice to the 
As the drum beat reached its 

creceodo. transporting the and- -'The evening was mainly aimed 

tence to deep jungles, two of the at Uving in 

tribal warriors plunged their Jordan and it should be looked at 


Despite the handicap of lan- 
guage, most listeners were able to 
enjoy ax least part of the pro- 
grammes, in that most items foc- 
used on action rather than words. 


swords into the heart of the human 
victim, climaxing the end of the 
sacrificial ritual, and carried him 
off-stage. t 

Much simil ar to bharatanatyam, 
but with much variations in the 
music and tune, is the famous 
Manipuri classical dance. As the 
name suggests, it originates from 
Manipur state in northeastern 
India, and on Friday, a teenage 
. girl performed it on stage, jus- 
tifying its ranking as one of the 
most popular dances in India 
along ’ with bharatanatyam and 
kadtipudL ■ 

Another item that captured the 
heart of the audience was a folk 
dance from the mostly- 
Hin di-speaking regions of central 
India. It represented the tender 
moments or a village girl in love 
seeking the help of nature .to get 
the message across to her swe- 
etheart’ 

Another item, also a folk dance 
from central India, presented a 
colourful picture of village life and 
lovers' quarrel between a couple. 
The essential part of the dance was 
' the theme; various aspects of the 
village life were highlighted in the 
wordings of die song that pre- 
sented the dance and it also gave 
an insig ht to the way of thinking of 
the innocent village folk 

Songs., music 

The rest of the evening was 
taken up by a number of songs, 
music and a couple of comedy 
skits performed by small children, 
in' addition to a magic show. 

For an average foreigner who is 

not farmiHar with the mufti-facial 


in that perspective,” said Sai 
Gopal, secretary general of India 
Chib and compere of the pro- 
gramme. “What we aimed to do 
was to present an opportunity to 
the amateurs to go on the stage 
and show their talent,” he told the 
Jordan Times. 

Not that any professionals are 
living in Jordan, he added, but 
“most of the artists who per- 
formed are otherwise engaged in 
some or the other kind of work in 
Jordan, and it is not very often that 
they get a chance to be together 
and present a collective effort." 

“l am sure that one would find 
several shortcomings in today’s 
programmes,” Mr. Sai Gopal said. 
“Essentially, the reason is the 
amateurish nature of die whole 
event.” 


. Tiny tots 

Replying to isolated criticism 
that some of the evening’s events 
included some programmes by 
very small children whose words 
on stage were totally inaudible, 
another member of India Gub 
said: 

“As we were preparing for the 
event, it turned out that some tiny 
tots, some as young as four years, 
insisted that their programmes — 
songs and dance — be included in 
the evening.” 

. “Mostly, w.e have been org- 
anising indoor programmes ear- 
lier on, and these children were} 
used to present their programmes j 
on such occasions,” he said. “Wej 


could not very well disappoint 
them and their programmes were 
included in the evening, and 1 
guess chat is where the criticism is 
aimed”, be said. 

The last time an Indian pro- 
fessional group rendered a per- 
formance in Amman was in Aug- 
ust 1983 when an Indian group 
participating in the 1983 Jerash 
Festival staged a cultural pro- 
gramme at the Ministry of Culture 
and Arts theatre in JabaJ Luw- 
eibde. In May 1980, 1 another 
dance group performed at the Pal- 
ace of Culture and perhaps that 
was the first time an Indian troupe 
ever performed in Jordan. 

“Now that we have located Ind- 
ian talent in Jordan, we hope to 
improve our programmes and pre- 
sent 'them in a much better- 
organised international bac- 
kground,” Mr. Sai Gopal pro- 
mised. “The embassy of India, the 
ambassador, -Mr. P.L. Santoshi, 
himself, and his wife have been the 
driving force behind today’s eve- 
ning, and given continued support 
by die embassy, we hope to be 
able to give the audience better 
satisfaction,’’ he concluded. 

How did the audience react to 
Friday’s event? “Well, it was a 
praiseworthy effort”, said some of 
them. “Everyone has his or her 
own engagements otherwise and 1 
am surprised they could put tog- 
ether such a diversified cultural 
feast,” they said. 


Correction 


In an interview with former U.S. 
ambassador Richard Parker which 
appeared in the Thuisday-Friday 
May 1.6/17 edition of the Jordan 
Times, it was erroneously rep- 
orted that tire Middle East Ii& 
titute is sponsored by the United' 
Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestinian refugees 
(UNRWA) and the Foundation of 
Middle East Peace. The Middle 
East Institute is an independent, 
non-profit organisation based in 
Washington D.C. UNRWA is’ 
co-sponsoring the tour by Mr. 
Parker and bis colleagues in con- 
junction with the Middle East Ins- 
titute and the Foundation for 
Middle East Peace. 



TURKISH PRODUCTS EXHIBITION CO. LTD. 
invites all businessmen and our customers to: 

The 4th Turkish Food and Textile Festival 
which will be held at the Intercontinental Hotel 
Amman between May 19 and 26, 1985 

Opening today at 17:00 hrs. 
by H.E. Under-Secretary of the Ministry of Trade and 

Industry 

Dr. Ibrahim Badran 




Among products on display by 30 prominent Turkish 
■ companies is the 1985 summer fashion collection 

presented by 

Miss Ayla Eryuksei 

. Daily fashion shows: 11:00 - 13:00 hrs. 

21 :00 - 23:00 hrs. 
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Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


What lies behind the 
door? 

THE SURPRISE visit to Tehran by Saudi Arabia's Foreign 
Minister Prince Sand Al Faisal is both significant and int- 
eresting. Whether it wiD resolt in any breakthroughs towards 
ending the 55-montii-old war between Iran and Iraq, however, 
it is too early to teD. 

The Iranian foreign minister, who extended the invitation to 
Prince Sand, was quoted as saying only yesterday that his 
country still insisted on the replacement of the Iraqi gov- 
ernment as a precondition to end the Gulf war. Interviewed by 
the Rome daily II Messaggero, Ali Akbar Vdayati said Us 
country had not changed its conditions for ending the war 
which broke out in September 1980, adding “there is no 
other solution” to the overthrow of President Saddam Hussein 
and his government. This continuing policy by Iran, coupled 
with the aBUtoo-known intraraagwit mentality of the re gime In 
Tehran, does not make us feel optimistic about an early end to 
the bloodletting that have disgusted the whole world. 

But, tf the Iranians are indeed willing to observe a ceasefire 
during the month of Ramadan, then the Saudi minister's one* • 
xpected visit may not be aD that worthless after all. Despite ■ 
repeated Iraqi offers to stop fi ghting during the Holy Month in 
past years, Iran always maintained that it would not agree to 
such a step, contending that it was defending itself against 
“aggression” and terming the war against Iraq as Jihad. This 
time aronnd, the presence and mediation of Prince Sand might 
make things different, and if his visit produces a limited cea- 
sefire, it will be Indeed successful. 

The fact that a visit hry a senior Sandi official had now gone 
ahead to Tehran may weUmdicatea new degree of flexibility by 
the Iranian regime. But that can be an oversimplification of the 
matter, when also considering Iran’s other internal and eco- 
nomic problems. 

We do hope there fe new realism on the part of the Iranian 
authorities to have invited the Saudi foreign minister to go 
there. But it is too early to expect anything positive from 
Tehran at the moment. It seems the best we can feel for now Is 
cautious optimism. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra’i: Taba signifies differences 

THE NEW round of talks between Egypt and Israel over Taba has 
reached a total deadlock and brought the negotiators back to square 
one. The reason for the deadlock stems from Israel's insistence on 
holding on to Arab territory despite the provisions of the separate 
treaty with Egypt which calls for a return of occupied land to Egy- 
ptian sovereignty. The Israelis want to keep land that belongs to 
Egypt in defiance of and disregard for the Egyptian-Israeli treaty 
signed in 1979. 

The deadlock in the negotiations signifies once again Israel's per- 
sistent plans for obstructing any efforts aimed at achieving a just 
peace in exchange for land. Israel has even rejected Egypt’s call for 
international arbitration to solve the problem. Israel has also been 
denying the Palestinians their rights and so far rejected the role of the 
PLQ as a legitimate representative of the Palestinians. Israel seems 
intent on freezing the whole Arab- Israeli issue in order to benefit 
from the time factor and gradually carry out its programme of liq- 
uidating the whole Palestine problem. 

The presence of the American delegation at the talks over Taba 
has not had any positive effect on Israel's position and this prompts us 
to wonder about Washington's seriousness on resolving the region's 
problems. What Israel is doing now is very dangerous, not only for 
Egypt but also for rest of the Arab nations. It indicates that Israel will 
never be willing to abandon occupied territory through negotiations. 

Al Dustour: Avoid another civil war 

AS THE fighting flares up once again on a full scale in Lebanon, we 
hear repeated calls by Zionist agents within the ranks of the Falangist 
Party for the partition of Lebanon. These criminal elements try to 
present the war in Lebanon as one between Mus lims and Christians 
with the purpose of enlisting Western nations’ help against the opp- 
onents. These agents have in the past colluded with Israel and tog- 
ether with the invaders committed acts of genocide ag ains t the ref- 
ugees and their fellow Lebanese. 

Such Lraitors are distorting the image of Christianity in the Arab 
orient. In this region of the Arab World, great Christian leaders in 
cooperation with their Muslim brothers have together repelled for- 
eign invasion and aggression on the Arab land. Both Christians and 
Muslims have carried on the struggle in one march against the ene- 
mies of the Arab nation, and both Christians and Muslims have 
aborted conspiracies batched by the Zionists and their allies. They 
both left a great heritage characterised by heroic actions and noble 
struggle. 

What is required from the Christian Lebanese now is to denounce 
all actions by the Falangists and cut all links with them because they 
are working towards re-triggering another civil war that would com- 
plete the devastation of the whole country. 

Sam Al Shaab: Omens of new atrocities 

THE RENEWED flare-up of fightin g in Lebanon and the political 
divisions in the country cany indications of a new civil war similar to 
that which lasted for 10 years and led to Israel's invasion of 19S2. It 
seems that political reform and a reshuffle of the whole political and 
administrative system in the country is the only solution to the 
problem if the Lebanese people wants to avoid partition. 

The same factors which led to the civil war in 1974 have now 
reemerged on the scene. and it seems that all warring frictions are 
intent on carrying out the war on and on. But what the leaders of 
various groups and veteran politicians should do now is to meet and 
find a lasting solution by introducing reforms to the Lebanese pol- 
itical system that would be more realistic and more just and equitable 
for all oarties. 

The Lausanne conference in Switzerland which was attended by 
representatives of all groups can serve as a version for a new round of 
meetings to bring about reconciliatiou/It is dear now that no one 
group can triumph over the others and no foreign assistance is 
capable of fulfilling the dreams of one party at the expense of the 
other. The best policy is to achieve reconciliation and safeguard ' 
Lebanon's sovereignty and independence. 


Jordan’s economy can be strong despite pressures 


IN TODAY’S world, there are 
no nations which can be strong 
politically, militarily or socially 
if they are weak economically. 
The national economy is the 
base. Only those countries 
which are economically strong 
can qualify for strength in the 
world of politics and military 

might: 

Looking at Jordan, we find 
several political powers having 
real interest in preventing Jor- 
dan from becoming a strong 
political and military Arab 
state. These powers indude 
Israel, some foreign countries, 
certain Arab regimes as welias, 
sometimes, our own mis- 
management of the economy. 


A strong Jordan is seen by 
some as a threat to them. 
Hence the relentless effort to 
keep Jordan economically 
weak, vulnerable and insecure 
all the time. 

At one time, when we were 
dependent on American fin- 
ancial aid, such aid used to be 
paid to the Treasury on mon- 
thly basis, which has an obvious 
purpose. 

When we became dependent 
on Arab financial support, such 
support started to be abruptly 
suspended with no justification 
offered except either dis- 
approval of Jordanian policies, 
or because of the claim that 
they themselves are in financial 


trouble. One of the Arab states 
withholding payment until it 
can afford it, appeared in the 
IMF statistics as the richest nat- 
ion on earth, as measured by 
the per capita income of its 
people! All others are high on 
the list. 

While external powers are 
beyond our control, we find 
that unfortunately certain fin- 
ancial and economic policies 
adopted by Jordan were lea- 
ding to the same end i.e„ kee- 
ping Jordanian economy weak 
and vulnerable. 

The Treasury is shouldering 
much more financial burdens 
than it can afford to shoulder. 


Fuel continues to be stu- 
bbornly subsidised at the exp- 
ense of larger budget deficit, 
even when the imported oil trill 
exceeded the proceeds of all 
our national exports combined. 
Industries and projects, which 
were proved to be unfeasible, 
were nevertheless launched 
with huge capital and debt fin- 
ancing, underwritten or gua- 
ranteed by the government. 

The shortfall in Arab fin- 
ancial support was met with 
external borrowing from int- 
ernational commercial banks 
instead of internal adjustment. 
Imports were left to inflate 
until they reached 600 per cent 
of the exports, and 75 per cent 


of the total domestic product- 
Agricultural and food pro- 
duction was severely sup- 
pressed by following popular 
policies of subsidising imp- 
orted bread, meat, and milk. 
Agriculture become no longer 
feasible and arable land was 
deserted. The monetary policy 
was expansionary through the 
simple mechanical issuance of 
currency. 

The Jordanian dinar was art- 
ificially overvalued. This for- 
med an indirect subsidy to 
imports and a tax on exports. 
As a result, domestic costs of 
production soared and ren- 
dered our products unc- 


ompetitive. They were priced 
out of their traditional markets 
abroad and needed higher pro- 
tection in the domestic market 
which is flooded by imports, . 

The writer claims that the 
Jordanian economy is viable 

and has all the prerequisites for 
growth and prosperity. Those 
who are interested in keeping. 
Jordan weak played an eff- 
ective role to achieve their rim. 
knowingly and purposefully. 

If the question now is whe- 
ther the trend can be reversed, 
and the economy turned aro- 
und, to become sound and hea- 
lthy as it should be. my answer 
should be affirmative. 


U.S. churches on Nicaragua: They can hardly be moved 


By R. Gregory Nokes 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Congress 
.seems to be wavering on aid to 
Nicaraguan rebels, but major 
American churches are not. Long 
opposed to military aid to the 
anii-Sandinistas. they are gearing 
up for a new fight against other 
kinds ol assistance. 

Most mainline churches say 
they do not agree with President 
Ronald Reagan's characterisation 
of the rebels, known as "Contras", 
as freedom fighters. Typical is the 
stand of the . United Methodist 
Church accusing the “Contras'* of 
‘'inflicting terror, torture and 
death upon innocent civilians." 

In fundamental disagreement 
with Reagan on this issue, church 
spokesmen say supporting the 
“Contras" is immoral and illegal. 
They do not agree with the pre- 
sident that the Sandinista gov- 
ernment has imposed a “Com- 
munist dictatorship.” 

The administration contends 
that the churches have succumbed 
to a made-in- Managua dis- 
information campaign and are 


ignoring attempts by the San- 
Jinistas to subvert churches in 
Nicaragua. 

"The debate has reached the 
point where many American Chr- 
istians are going to have to dicide 
whether to believe their own mis- 
sionaries in the country or the 
State Department.” said George 
Chauncey. director of the Was- 
hington office of the Presbyterian 
Church. USA, in an interview. 

Administration officials adm- 
itted they don't know how to con- 
front church opposition. 

"They are really formidable." 
said Langhome A. Motley, ass- 
istant secretary of state for int- 
eramerican affairs. “We don’t 
normally think of them as political 
opponents, so we don't know how 
to handle them." 

A State Depan men t official 
who spoke on condition he not Be 
identified lamented that the chu- 
rches get special attention in Con- 
gress. “If you have a priest or a 
nun in your office, you listen,” he 
said. 

Churches which have adopted 
formal positions against aid to the 
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“Contras" include the Met- 
hodists. Roman Catholics. Epi- 
scopalians, Presbyterians, Ame- 
rican Lutherans, some Baptist 
churches and the Unitarian 
Church. 

The administration can claim 
significant religious support for its 
policies only among some fun- 
damentalist preachers, such as 
The Rev. Jeny Falwell of the 
Moral Majority and The Rev. Urn 
La h aye of the American Coalition 
for traditional values. 

In an interview. Father Lahaye 
was critical of the leadership of 
major churches. “They may mas- 
querade as mainline church lea- 
ders. but the truth is they are lib- 
erals. Conservatives stand with 
the freedom-fighters and oppose a 
socialist- Marxist takeover" in 
Central America. 

Jewish Organisations generally 
are not vocal on the issue. 

Church officials voiced sat- 
isfaction when the House of Rep- 
resentatives rejected military or 
other "Contra" aid last month. 
But they expect a new push for 
non-lethal or humanitarian aid for 
the “Contras", and they will opp- 
ose this too. 

“Aid to the Contras is aid to the 
Contras." said Mr. Chauncey. 
"We don't call defense dep-- 


art mem spendinc for hoots and 
tents legitimate humanitarian 
aid." 

Father William Lcwers. dir- 
ector of the office of international 
Justice and Peace of the U.S. Cat- 
holic Conference, said he was 
“personally very glad" when the 
house voted down 14 million dol- 
lars in military aid. But he called it 
only "one step" in helping stop 
support for the "Contras”. 

Robert Z. Alpem. director of 
the Washington office of the Uni- 
tarian Univcrsalisi Association, 
said his church interprets any aid 
for the Contras “as a fig leaf for 
continuing the war" and will opp- 
ose it. 

Carolyn Minus, associate gen- 
eral secretaiy for field services of 
the United Methodist Board of 
Church ami Society, said. “We. 
must find ways in ihis country to 
respect the sovereignty and self- 
determination rights of other nat- 
ions. We do nor have to impose 
our political and economic system 
on another country." 

Most of the churches favour 
humanitarian aid limited to food 
and clothing being distributed to 
refugees outside of Nicaragua, but 
not through the Central Int- 
elligence Agency (CIA). They 
voice support for the Contadora 


countries — Panama. Mexico. 
Colombia and Venezuela — 
which are seeking a peaceful sol- 
ution to conflicts in the region. 

The administration also says it 
supports Contadora, but claims 
the Sandinistas are unlikely to 
cooperate without the pressure of 
die “Contra” guerrillas, who ini- 
tially were recruited, trained and 
financed by the CIA. 

Opposition exists among ind- 
ividual. clergymen and church 
members to the positions taken by 
their church organisations, the 
leaders say. bur they claim h isn't 
much. 

Earlier this month. 15 Met- 
hodists from Illinois travelled to 
Nicaragua on the last flight of the 
Nicaraguan Airline after the adm- 
inistration banned U.S. landing 
rights and imposed a trade emb- 
argo. 

Most came home impressed 
with the Sandinista government 
and convinced the administration 
was on the wrong side, said Vau- 
dra Rushing, a church official who 
led the group. 

"A myth was dispelled for us." 
Ms. Rushing said in a telephone 
interview from Bloomington, Ill- 
inois. "There is strong par- 
ticipation and strong support. 
People are very comfortable in 


confirming the revolution and fee- 
ling hope through it." She said 
they saw no signs of religious sup- 
pression. 

Such trips by church groups are 
common. Many congregations 
provide aid to the needy in Nic- 
aragua. American missionaries of' 
many faiths arc in the country- 
There are strong ties between 
Nicaraguan churches and their 
counterparts in the United States. 

1 The administration has tried to 
sway church opinion, particularly 
in 1 the Roman Catholic Church. It 
is considering a ban on travel to 
Nicaragua that could curb church 
travel. 

A pro-administration lobbying 
group called Citizens for Reagan 
filed complaints with the Interna! 
Revenue Service Iasi week cha- 
rging nine tax-exempt qrg- 
tuiisa tions. including the Pre- 
sbyterian Church, the American 
Friends Service Committee and 
the Maryknoll Fathers, hold ill- 
egal lobbying in support of the 
Nicaraguan government. 

Congressional and adm- 
inistration officials agree that the 
churches have played a significant 
role in keeping pressure on Con- 
gress to reject “Contra" aid, par- 
ticularly by stressing the atrocities 
blamed’ on the guerrillas. 


To the Editor: 


IF MAR WAN Muasher' s“TaJkmgStraight” (Jordan Times, May 
1 1) does not provoke letters to you, nothing will. And if his 
earnest pleas and arguments do not make much appeal to your 
readership, then he is wasting his breath, or rather, your new- 
sprint. The whole thing reminds me of the Lebanese singer who, a 
few years ago, sang to a large Jordanian audience. They gaped at 
her apathetically and refused to be moved, like the deaf adders we 
hear about For all her gesticulations, wild gestures, and attempts 
to make them ’join her or at least applaud, she might as well have 
brought a recording of her songs and played it to them. She little 
knew that those who watched her did not come to enjoy her songs 
but to show each other that they could afford the 10 JD ticket. 

Dr. Muasher thinks that readers' reluctance to send letters to 
the editors is due to the fact that they are afraid to meddle in 
politics. In my view, the whole problem has nothing to do with 
politics but with our intolerant society. We, the people here in 
Jordan and in the Arab World, do not tolerate serious criticism 
because we were nof taught to. In order to succeed, we had to be 
flatterers and hypocrites. Voltaire's famous notion about the need 
to respect the views of others is yet to be grasped by our society. 
Unless we start from the point that others reached more than two 
centuries ago, we have no hope of producing meaningful lit- 
erature or ideas. Both at home and at school, we have learned not 
to argue too much. My schoolmate who, during a lesson on Jonah 
and the whale, said that he had read in a magazine about a man 
who was swallowed by a whale and came out alive 24 hours later, 
made the teacher furious. He gave the boy zero mark in that test 
and threatened to give him another zero in the next if he con- 
tinued arguing. Our beliefs and convictions cannot be discussed. 
All our ideas must be approved of unanimously, just like Arab 
summit resolutions. 

I do not believe that our ailments are caused by our gov- 
ernments. I rather believe that our societies produce and affect 
their governments. A few days ago, the prime minister issued a 
decision preventing the publication of obituaries or mouring ann- 
ouncements except by the family of the deceased. I believe that 
this is one of the greatest decisions the government has made on 
the domestic level. It has ended a senseless practice that cannot be 
explained except by saying that our society is hypocritical, 
shallow-minded. I heard about a woman who cried bitterly bec- 
ause the number of obituaries about her dead father were not as 
many as she had expected. The prime minister had to act because 
this practice had recently assumed a disgustingly large scale. 
However, and strictly speaking, the prime ministers decision is an 
encroachment on people’s freedom. There is no law that prevents 
me from publishing a notice or advertisement that does not imp- 
inge on the rights of others. Such announcements, senseless as 
they are, are a matter of taste. But our society, just like other 
societies in the “Third World" , needs someone to tell it what to do 
and what not to do; and the more benevolent dictatorships we 
have the better our societies will become. 

It may be argued that as education spreads and as the number of 
university graduates increases, these social practices and ideas will 
erode. But, strange as it may seem, the mare educated the more 
backward we become. Our university graduates, including those 
who are educated abroad, have plunged in these social practices 
with" tremendous zeal, like new converts. I would go so far as to 
think that we were more enlightened in the fifties and sixties. We 
were definitely better off before the 1973 ofl-and-money boom. 

Poor indeed is the condition of the Arab intellectual. He is a 
stranger and a pariah in his own country. Unless he flatters and 
joins the sycophants, be has no hope of success, in which case he 
will lose hts self-respect, abandon his principles, and eat, drink, 
and be “happy”. 
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Muslims urged to preserve Islamic design 


• By Dina Matar 

Reuter. 

^BAHRAIN — Architects and 
engineers from Muslim and other 
countries have warned that Wes- 
tern technology is slowly eroding- 
Islamic designs and urged gov- 
ernments to protect the Muslim 
World’s identity. 

They called for the creation of a 
database bank on Islamic design 
and an Islamic heritage centre at 
the end of a conference on Islamic 
architecture organised here rec- 
ently by Bahrain’s Society of Eng- 
ineers. 


“New imported architectural 
forms lack a sense of belonging 
and identification and offend the 
essential characteristics of the Isl- 
amic urban environment,” acc- 
ording to one of some 30 papers 
discussed at the four-day con- 
ference. 

“Most of the old dries which 
contain valuable heritage are now 
deteriorating and suffering from 
congestion and pollution,” it said. 

Some of the 100 participants 
privately conceded that the task of 
reconciling tradition and tec- 
hnological progress was not easy 
in the absence of records, practical 


experiments and extensive res- 
earch on the application of Islamic 
architectural design in urban pla- 
nning. 

“It is easy to suggest, urge, app- 
eal ... . but we have to be convinced 
-first befor we are able to convince 
governments to support research 
and the need to change planning 
standards,” said Mohammad Abu 
El-Ela, assistant professor at Ior- 
dan’s Yarraouk University Eng- 
ineering Faculty. 

He said calls to enforce Islamic 
architectural design could require 
more than 10 years of work and 
planning before implementation. 

Lack of experiments could hin- 


der research, he said, pointing out 
that the only existing experiment 
in modern Islamic urban design 
was a town built by Egyptian arc- 
hitect Hassan Fathi in tne Luxor 
area of Upper Egypt in 1 947. 

Professor San tosh Ghosh, also 
from Yarmouk University, cited 
rapid population growth in the 
Muslim World as another factor 
which had forced the use of Wes- 
tern technology. 

“Whether we could apply Isl- 
amic design to mammoth projects 
for housing millions is the que- 
stion,” be said. 

Several participants said the 
traditional Islamic courtyard 


house, a feature of ancient Arab 
andother Muslim cities, could rep- 
lace modem apartment blocks, in 
big housing schemes. 

They said, courtyard houses 
were more suitable to the climate 
.in the Muslim World, more secure 
and more private than apa- 
rtments.* 

“It has been found that cou- 
rtyard housing with hierarchy of 
space can have some density like 
apartment blocks ... more gre- 
enery, open space and security can 
be achieved.” one paper said. 

Another said population 
growth in Saudi Arabia, for ins- 


tance. would require 1.8 million 
new houses over the next 25 years. 
Egypt will need four million and 
Iraq 23 million. 

“But the question is whether in 
such a huge task, Islamic planning 
and design principles can be app- 
lied to modem residential arc- 
hitecture.” it said. 

In the case of Cairo, an ove- 
rcrowded city of 14 million peo- 
ple, one paper recommended bet- 
ter living conditions in Egypt’s 
rural areas to prevent further mig- 
ration to the capita] or a British- 
type “green belt” to regulate its 
growth. 


P West views Sino-Soviet relationship statically 


George Walden, a British M.P. analyses the impact of rapid change in 
China on the Soviet Union and its implications for die West 

IF THE West’s view of Russia is 
sometimes alarmingly volatile, 
our view of the Sino-Soviet rel- 
ationship is dangerously static. 

Their rivalry is endemic. What 
matters to os is the form it 
Today the Communist giants are 
no longer locked in sterile ide- 
ological combat but in a race to 
rationalise their economies — a 
race against each other, as well as 


against us. Peaceful competition 
between them could be more inv- 
igorating than ideological dis- 
putation, and will have far greater 
implications for the West 

The prospect — however dis- 
tant — of a China 10 times the size 
of Japan, and with 10 times her 
productive capacity, will con- 
centrate Mikhail Gorbachev’s 
mind wonderfully. This powerful 
new incentive to modernise the 
Soviet economy itself should con- 
centrate ours too. WiD the two 
leading Mamst-Lenitust cou- 
ntries vie with each other to int- 
► roducc backdoor capitalism?. 
* Could all this hasten the start of 
the long retreat from Com- 
munism? More paradoxically, 
does this vision offer ns more thr- 
eats than promises? 

In 1969, 1 watched small boys 
pulling stones from Peking’s anc- 
ient walls to build air raid shelters 
against possible Soviet attack. The 
dispute had built up from the ide 1 
ologjcal salvoes in the early 1960s 
to artillery exchanges across a 
remote island on the Ussuri a few 
years later. Mao’s cultural rev- 
olution had submerged China in 
internal disarray and she was in no 
state to confront the Russians for 
long. The fighting was brief, but 

■ vicious, and the Chinese wit- 
hdrew. Moscow’s alarm at the irr- 
ational element in Chinese pol- 

L ides was tempered by satisfaction 
- at her economic and military 
self-mutilation. A weak China was. 
a less urgent challenge to Russia, 

■ in either national or doctrinal 
terms. 

" All that was 16 years ago. Last 
' November I met and spoke to Mr. 
Gorbachev during his visit to Bri- 
tain. Hard or soft-liner is not the 
point. He is just different, very dif- 
ferent — more inquiring, more- 
energetic and almost certainly 
'more innovative. One of the first 
^ things Me did was to signal a more 
innovative. One of the first things 
he did was to signal a more stable 
truce with China. Peking res- 
' -ponded. The advangates for both 
sides are obvious: more neg- 
otiating room with America, gre- 
ater security, greater trade. But 
whatever the surface civilities; the 
underlying distrust — with its 
deep racial, national and historical 
’ roots — will remain intense. 

’ Forty-five Soviet divisions are still 


on the Chinese frontier. 

In Russia, I often heard -the 
Chinese disparaged as “little lem- 
ons” (limonciukj). They were cer- 
tainly behaving sourly at the time. 
But the Russians believe too that 
they can be horribly clever and 
horribly unpredictable. For Mos- 
cow, there is only one thing wors^ 
than being lectured by Chin a on 
Communist doctrine and that is 
when Peking discards the same 
doctrine overnight in a sudden 
sprint for economic growth. Ins- 
tead of alienating the world thr- 
ough ultra-leftism and embassy- 
burning, she operates a new “open 
door” policy to encourage trade, 
investment and hi-tech imports. 
Instead of inciting Red Guards to 
run riot in Hong Kong, she does a 
sensible deal with Britain and 
expands the influence of this cap- 
italist foothold in Chin a. 

Staid, slow-paced Russians 
must find it hard to know whether 
they are dealing with a paralytic or 
an epileptic; they are even more 
bewildered than the West by the' 
speed of change in China — and 
more fearful. The gap between the 
GNPs of the two countries is still 
large. But deep in Russian mem- 
ories will be their crushing defeat 
by a much smaller Asian country 
in 1905 — itself a harbinger of the 
Revolution. Japan had come from 
nowhere to humiliate Tsarist Rus- 
sia only half a century after Com- 
modore Perry landed on the isl- 
and. With tire benefit of today’s 
modern technology. Churn could 
pose a threat sooner. 

Along with the fear, there must 
be some envy too. Mr. Gorbachev 
has first-hand experience of tinr 
deep-seated inefficiencies of Sov- 
iet agriculture and most look with 
more than detached interest at 
recent production increases on 
Chinese farms. Soviet advocates 
of economic decentralisation must 
.be egually fascinated by Chinese 
experiments and their buoyant 
results. 

All this could add up to a mas- 
sive, additional impetus to eco- 
nomic innovation . in the Soviet 
Union. The West under-estimated 
the capacity for .change in China. 
It would be far more dangerous to 
make the samd mistake in Russia. 
True, the political constrains will 
be stronger in a country which 
, Lacks the traditional setf-disciplme 
of the Chinese, and the strains on 
that self-discipline that die first 
whiff of freedom is bringing in 
China wfll be used as a warning by 
Moscow’s conservatives. But with 
Peking powerfully reinforcing, in 
its different way, the standing 
American economic challenge to 
Moscow, the overwhelming pri- 
ority will be at least to loosen the 
shackles on a sclerotic system. 


Animals are said to 
forecast quakes 


MOSCOW — Soviet medical sci- 
4 enrists have established that there 
is no need whatsoever of applying 
pig<M»r to fn the joint in the event 
of a bone fracture. A free joint 
makes possible the training of the 
injured organ and blood cir- 
culation in it is intensifiefi.-When 
fixed firmly, blood circulation 
only lingers on. 

While previously the treatment 


of a leg bone fracture took the 
average of three months and ano- 
ther three mbnths to learn to walk, 
the time is now halved. While the 
stretching time for a shin fracture 
earlier took two months, it is now 
only three weeks. 

The new method notably lowers 
the risk of osteomyelitis, which is. 
grave infection of the bone which 
sometimes follows an operation. 



‘Young* Gorbachev 

In the Soviet Union, the weight 
of inertia is legendary. But apart 
from the Chinese goad, there is 
another factor which the West 
consistently undervalues: the acc- 
umulated unused reserves of int- 
elligence in a country with one of- 
the best-educated populations in 
the world. 

At present this potential is sys- 
tematically stifled and rigorously 
repressed. But the raw material 
for progress is there all right. Mr. 


Gorbachev and his wife — both 
able, articulate and well-read 
people — symbolise it and, loo- 
king beyond his rule, we should 
never forget the flowering of Rus- 
sia when she edged towards more 
liberal representative government 
before die Revolution. 

We are still mesmerised by the 
image of a gerontocratic society. 
But not everybody is old. Even 
under Mr. Andropov and Mr. 
Chernenko, rejuvenation in the 
armed forces was proceeding 
apace. All the commandants of 
the artillery academies have been 
replaced since 1979 and the Soviet 
army now boasts a 33-year-old 
divisional commander. This is one 
area where the Russians are all- 
owed to think and Western exp- 
erts are often impressed by the 
quality of Soviet military analysis. 

If — as seems likely — Gor- 
bachev surrounds hims elf with 
able young economists and man- 
agers, there could be some pro- 
gress sooner than we think. Pre- 
cisely because of the enormous 
slack in the system, initial adv- 
ances could be made merely by 
better organisation. Certainly, the 
party managers will be alert for 
any loss of -political control by 


decentralisation; one of the first 
words, Mr. Gorbachev himself 
used when he took over was “dis- 
cipline.” But increasmlgy in Rus- 
sia it is results that matter. 

Within 20 miles of Moscow, old 
ladies draw water from wells in 
buckets. Clearly, there is a lot to 
do and it will take time. But Mr. 
Gorbachev has time and the pre- 
-ssures for action are growing str- 
onger every day. What did they 
put him there for, if not to act? If 
■he does, will future historians see 
his appointment as the beginning 
of the end of Soviet Communism 
as we have known it? 

The road from here to there is 
long and hazardous, even if that is 
where we are going. The West 
could first face a stronger, more 
self-confident and self-assertive 
country, with a sus mined military 
potential and an increased force of 
attraction in the “Third World”. 
Whatever happens, we may have 
to adjust to the fact that whether 
Communist, socialist or som- 
ething else, Russia — like China 
— will behave like a greater 
power, with all that means for our 
own interests. 

To explore these contingencies 
‘ is not to harbour illusions about 


the nature of Co mmunism but to 
prepare for possible futures. For 
too long, our perspective of Soviet 
reality has been narrowed by mis- 
sile accountancy and ideological 
trench warfare. Whatever the pros' 
and cons of the Strategic Defence 
Initiative, it risks averting our gaze 
yet again from earth-creeping pol- 
itics. Not for the first time, tec- 
hnological progress may dilute 
political imagination. We should 
think more often what it feels like 
to sit in the Kre mlin — not just to 
“put ourselves in the other fel- 
low’s place,” but to understand 
the lunar pull on tides of opinion 
in Moscow. The pull of China is 
one of the most permanent, and 
powerful. 

Nobody can be sure whether 
Mr. Gorbachev will do anything 
really new and in a strange way the 
West seems to hope that he won’t. 
It would upset too many ass- 
umptions and calculations if he 
did. My guess is that he will, not 
least because of the new incentive 
from the East. If we fail to identity 
the dynamics of chahge, how can 
we exploit the opportunities or 
protect ourselves against the con- 
sequences? 

The Sunday Times.' 


Islam comes out as 
France’s 2nd religion 


By Andrew Higgins 
Reuter 

PARIS — The faithful chat in the 
shade of a clapboard steeple and 
children play in the courtyard out- 
side an arched chapel door. 

Ajiart for racist slogans sme- 
ared on the wall, the setting could 
be that of any French suburban 
church. But the group is gathered 
for Friday prayers not Sunday 
mass. 

Converted from a Christian 
chapel, the mosque in Asnieres on 
the outskirts of Paris is one of 
hundreds of mosques and prayer 
rooms used by France’s growing 
Muslim oo mm unity. 

Estimates for the community’s 
strength vary between two and 
four millio n but even the most 
conservative figures make the rel- 
igion France’s second most imp- 
ortant behind Catholicism. 

“Islam is blossoming in Fra- 
nce,” says Sheikh Abbas 
Bench eikh-el-Hocine, rector of 
the Paris Mosque, a sprawling 
complex of whitewashed buildings 
on the capital's left bank. 

As symbolic evidence of this 
growth, he points to the mosque's 
glittering minaret, now being res- 
tored as part of a SO million franc 
($5 million) renovation pro- 
gram me. 

Paris is the only European cap- 
ital where the devout can listen to 
live broadcasts from Mecca and 
round-the-clock religious pro- 
gramming on the radio. 

“Whether you are a labourer 
rising early to go to work or a Gulf 
businessman returning homdfrom 
a night out you can turn on the 
radio and pray,” said programme 
Director Nabal Moussa. 

The city also offers butchers, 
book shops and even burials and 
tombstones which conform to Isl- 
amic law. 

But coinciding with Islam’s 
growing strength has been the rise 
of right-wing politicians preaching 
an anti-immigrant doctrine opp- 
osed to what they regard as alien 
influences. 

. The building of mosques often 
arouses fierce, even violent, opp- 


osition from local councillors and 
there are few mosques whose 
walls have not been daubed with 
slogans in support of Jean-Marie 
Le Pen’s National Front Party. 

Sheikh Abbas remains und- 
eterred by such hostility. He saysit 
is isolated and can be overcome if 
Islam is allowed to develop and 
prove itself compatible with the 
French way of life. 

“The Muslim community is not 
just a community of immigrants, it 
is a French community as well," he 
said. 

“A desire to defend the Islamic 
identity and guarantee its aut- 
henticity are not incompatible 
with French society ... like Chr- 
istianity or Judaism, Islam is a 
faith not a nationality.” 

While many Christian cle- 
rgymen in France struggle to fill 
empty pews, Islamic leaders here 
are faced with overflow crowds Of 
worshippers. 

“On a Friday, you will see peo- 
ple praying in the garden or even 
in the street because there is not 
enough room inside," says Sheikh 
Abbas referring to overcrowding 
in his own mosque. 

The Paris Mosque, built by the 
state as a memorial to Muslim sol- 
diers from the colonies killed in 
World War I, is France's biggest 
but during the holy fast month of 
Ramadan crowds are sometimes 
so large police cordon off the area. 

The Muslim community, made 
up mainly of first and second gen- 
eration immigrants from former 
North African colonies, has inc- 
reased by at least a third in the last 
10 years. 

France's other religious com- 
munities, however, have grown lit- 
tle or even shrunk during the same 
period. There are now an est- 
imated 45 million Catholics, one 
millio n Protestants and 750,000 
Jews. 

'’The number of Muslim bel- 
ievers is growing everywhere. 
Each French region, district and 
town now needs its own place of 
worship," says Sheikh Abbas, who 
complains that the poverty of 
many Muslims has prevented an 
extensive building programme. 
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BCCI Holdings (Luxembourg) sa 

39 Boulevard Royal, Luxembourg 


Consolidated Statement erf Condition as at December 31, 1984 Financial Highlights 


ASSETS 

US* 

1384 

US$ 

1983 

CAPITAL FUND AND 
LIABILITIES 

Capita]. Authorised 

US$ 

1984 

sooaoojno 

USJ 

1983 

500500500 

Due bom Banks 

Loans and Advances 
ikss provision tw 
possihle loan tascsl 

6A1L63X496 
5.15X414, 196 

£ ? 
1 i 

Issued and feid-up 
Proposed Stock Dividend 
General and Other Reserves 
Retained Earnings 
Loan Capita] 

Minority Interests 

41&50QJOOO 

34,125.900 

297JQ&.7Q3 

80584606 

68500000 

107,931560 

315500500 

26550500 

249582541 

74585255 

50500500 

91.975587 

Investment in 
Securities and Other 
DeaEn* Assets 

Investment in 
Affiliate. 

Short -term 



Tb«al Capital Fund 

1508563569 

NJ7.ft92.983 

' 2437.194355 
9ZX&A34 

1,108.117.912 

100.821X16 

Flat tint: Rate Notes 
Due to Banks 
Demand Deposits 
Saving* and Time Deposits 
Accrued Interest on Deposits 
and Other Funds 

50500000 

253Z2GXW7 

2585581.138- 

8526549.731 

217509422 

5051 AMMO 
1. 7275*1 JW 
2527 525 J 19 
ft.9275h3.HUh 

IHIJWClAKt 

RecehaNcs 

Pneawes&nd 

3NU9L254 

2865IXKH9 

-food Deposits rad 

Other Funds 

1351 1.764578 

II.I91HN.I.T7 

Equipment 

Other Axvet, 

I8M85J52 

143,316,709 

I79JW6J77 

I63.IKX2M 

Provision lor Tuxes 

Other Liabilities 

82563502 

245572547 

8X8hl.ft.S9 

225.IK5.h74 

Capital Fund and lotal 
. UaMBtks 



Total Aattt* 

14348,770*96 I2509549.4M 

14548.770596 

li.HN544.4M 


Consolidated Statement of Earnings for the year ended December 31, 1984 

INCOME 


Capital Fund 

us$ 

1,008 million 

Deposits 

US$ 10,512 million 

Loans and Advances 

us$ 

5,153 million 

Total Assets 

US$ 14,348 million 

Profit before Tax 

us$ 

277 million 

Capital/ Assets Ratio 


exceeds 7% 

Branches and Offices in 


70 Countries 

Principal Subsidiaries 

Bank of Credit & Commerce International S.A., Luxembourg. 

Bank of Credit & Commerce International (Overseas) Ltd., Grand Cayman. 


Interest Income 

1504,145572 

l.07X5hA099 

Income on Invest- 



men ts and Other 



DeaGim Assets (Nell 

126520.153 

84521.957 

Commission it Excfciiue 

180533557 

M7.047.HNt 

Other Income 

46414531' 

. 40j06Ij67U 


1.65751 3513 

1 544-899.584 

EXPENSES 



Interest fttld 

974590328 

717.736. 1.14 

Salaries & Related Costs 

126516599 

1 1 1 .609503 

Occupancy Expenses _ 

46472500 

42.432X79 

Depreciation on 



PicmiM»& Equipment 

245724)58 

19517.951 

Other Expenses 

121578595 

92526.415 


1594528.780 

985522582 

loon Lorn ProvWoa 

85^.11,121 

KX24Xhh2 


1.179439,901 \JJbb5hbJM 


PROFIT 

UutuUon 

277,87X512 

176X32.459) 

27853X340 

1775814091 

Profit after Taxation 
Minority Interests 

20UM1JD53 

120.737,812) 

2lN).750.y3l 
(1VK09.I St,) 

Profit far the year 

1 8030354 1 

I7h.«41.775 

STATEMENT OF RETAINED EARNINGS 
Alhetonninui-rfyesir 74585555 

Profit fcr the year 180303541 

404,12.930 

176.911.775 


254JB8L49& 

217554.705 

Appropriation! 

Dividends 
Slock Dividend 
Propuaud Stuck Dividend 
Reserves 

Transfer to Legal Reserve 
Transfer ui General Reserve 
Other Appropriations 

<6MS0JW»i 

(34.I25JM0) 

I5X5UU.IKKII 
1 26550.1 If K» 

• IIUKjBMl 
13750X003) 

(2X000.000) 

1 1 1 .N519901 
l29.Vih.4hi it 
1 2X000.1)01)1 

Carried forward at 
end of the year 

80,984006 

7X585555 


Subsidiaries, Affiliates and their branches/offices in the following countries 


Australia 

France 

Jordan 

Netherlands Antilles Sudan 

Bahamas 

Gabon 

Kenya 

Niger 

Swaziland 

Bahrain 

Germany (Wfestl 

Korea (South) 

Nigeria 

Switzerland ’ 

Bangladesh 

Ghana 

Kuwait 

Oman 

Thailand 

Barbados 

Gibraltar 

Lebanon 

Pakistan 

Tbgo 

Botswana 

Grand Cayman 

Liberia • 

Panama 

Turkey 

Brazil 

Hong Kong 

Luxembourg 

Paraguay 

UAE 

Cameroon 

India 

Macau 

Philippines 

United Kingdom 

CanitHa 

Indonesia 

Malaysia 

Portugal 

Uruguay 

China 

Isle of Man 

Maldives 

Senegal 

USA 

Colombia 

Italy 

Mauritius 

Seychelles 

Venezuela 

Cyprus 

Ivory Coast 

Monaco 

Sierra Leone 

\femen (North) 

Djibouti 

Jamaica 

Morocco 

Spam 

Zambia • 

Egypt 

Japan 

Netherlands 

Sri Lanka 

Zimbabwe 



To advertise, in 
this section 


To advertise in 
tkis section 


To advertise in 
this section 



RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

A unconditioned 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman. . 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open dally 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
0:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 6138908. 


f ""chInese *1 

I TOURISMO ! 

I " 3rd Circle. Jabal Amman i I 
Opposite Akilab Hospital. I 

i PEKING DUCK A ! 
FLAMING POT FONDUE I 
ARE OUR SPECIALITIES | 

B van- soon i ” 

I Open dally 12.-00-3:30 PM I 
6:00 PM to Midnight J 

j Tel. 641 093 J 



CHEN’S - 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
' Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Barbeoue 
for lunch FRIDAY 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 
Open daily 

■12:00 noon - 3:30 da 
| 6:30 p.m. - Midnight 


CHINA 

RESTAURANT 

MOVE HQMAM 
SUPERMARKET 

The first and best Chinese 
restaurant . 
in Aqaba 

Take ' away service ava- 
ilable > 

i'Open daily'll 30 >330 -and 6:30 
11:00 

AQABA, 

Tel: (0331) 4415 



CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, . 
door-to-door service 

Agona tU o<mr tr>t wofkt 
| Tel: 664090 Ttc 2Z20S MSMCO JO| 
CoMk MonMMMx 
«J. B mHMSr 
ANNAN JOftDAN 
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Khalil retains Jordan Open 
Tennis Tournament title 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
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Manchester United's Bryan Robson (centre), gets to 
the ball between Everton’s Kevin Sheedy, (left), and 
Fat van den Hauve, during the early stages of the 


English Football Association Cup final at London's 
WemWy Stadium Saturday (AP wirephoto) 


Manchester United beats 
Everton 1-0 in F.A. final 


LONDON (R) — Ten-man Manchester United won 
the English Football Association (F.A.) Cop in con- 
troversial fashion Saturday when they ended Eve- 
rton’s hopes of a unique treble with a solitary extra- 
time goal by Norman Whiteside. 


United, reduced to ten men 
when defender Kevin Moran bec- 
ame the first player sent off at a 
Wembley F.A. Cup final, ended 
Everton's dream 10 minutes from 
time. 

Whiteside, receiving the ball 
from Mark Hughes wide on the 
right, cut inside and curled an 
eight-metre shot just inside the far 
post and beyond the reach of Eve- 
rton gpalkeeper Neville Southall. 

A previously disappointing 
game had erupted in the 80th 
minute of .normal time when 
Moran, a late replacement for 
Graeme Hogg, was dismissed for a 
crude foul on Everton midfielder 
Peter Reid. 

Reid had slipped past the def- 
ender and had only United goa- 
Ikeer Gary Bailey to beat when 
Moran brought him down. 

Referee Peter Willis booked 


Moran and then pointed to the 
dressing room, united captain 


Bryan Robson appealed des- 
perately with the referee as a dis- 
traught Moran was helped off the 
pitch by United manager Ron 
Atkison. 

But MorarCs sending-off ins- 
pired United rather than Everton. 
who were tiring rapidly and fee- 
ling the pressure of two finals in 
four days, and the Manchester 
side stormed the Everton goai for 
the remainder of normal time. 

Both sides threw everything 
into attack during the extra period 
and Everton's Paul Bracewell for- 
ced Bailey to make a fine save at 
his righthand post. 

Seconds earlier, Whiteside who 
became the youngest player to 
score in an FA. Cup final in 1 983. 
should have done better from 
Hughes' astute pass but stabbed 


FURNISHED HOUSE FOR RENT 


Consisting of three bedrooms, salon, dining room, sitting room, 
glassed veranda, two bathrooms and kitchen with telephone. 


Location: Jubeiha, near University of 'Jordan Staff Housing 
Estate. 

Rent is for one year as of 1f7l85 

Call: 844199 


HjOPETROL JOHNSTON 


Fiopetroi, a leading international oil service com- 
pany and member of the Schlumberger Group, has 
openings for: 


FIELD ENGINEERS 


The candidates should be young, below 28 years, 
with a genuine knowledge and interest in Eng- 


ineering, its oil field applications, plus, have a good 
command of the English language. Experience in 
Petroleum related industries, will be an added adv- 


antage. Absolute physical fitness is essential, as 
these positions are based in the desert or offshore. 


Selected candidates will be required to undergo an 
extensive training programme on completion of 
which they will be posted to an exploratory or pro- 
duction site, where they will be required to test wells 
for oil and gas prQduction rates, make bottom holes 
sampling, pressure measurement, etc. 


Handwritten applications in English, alongwrth a 
detailed C.V. and photocopies of education/ exp- 
erience certificates, should be mailed within 1 0 days 
to: 


Fiopetroi Technical Services lnc. s 
P.O. Box 4959, DUBAI. 
United Arab Emirates. 


M • '/f i*j h Ijj Oiljf 

\\A*/a/\A gjjU 


Cinema 

CONCORD 


Tel: 44092-44280 


677420 

THE DIRTY 
DOZEN 

(Colour) 


Performances 3:30, 6 :/$ 
8:30, 10:30 


his shot into Southall’s arms. 

Everton had their chances to 
equalise Whiteside's goal. Bailey 
pushed a header from Frank Sta- 
pleton, who had taken Moran's 
place in defence, off the line and 
Everton captain Kevin Ratdiffe 
also had an opportunity with ano- 
ther header. 


AMMAN — Reigning Jordanian 
tennis champion Abdullah Khalil 
proved his might again Friday 
when he won the 1985 cha- 
mpionship in the Jordan Open 
Tennis Tournament. 

Taaj Kuehinsen won the 1985 
championship in women's singles 
and she scored again to win the 
mixed doubles with her husband 
Klaus Keuhnisen. 

Khalil and Ahmad Sabbagb 
bagged the honours in the men's 
doubles and Yasmin and Aida 
Abu Jaber won the honours in 
women's doubles. 

Ziyad Dajani came runners-up 
in men’s singles while Aida Abu 
Jaber came next to Ms. Keuhnisen 
in women’s singles. 

In the men's doubles. Khalil and 
Sabbagh had a hard-fought vic- 
tory against Stan Staila and Klaus 
Kuehnisen who were placed 
runners-up in the class. 

Tuia Crocker and Mayyada 
Abu Jaber emerged as the 
runners-up in the women’s dou- 
bles while Crocker and Stan Staila 
were placed next to the Keu- 
hnisens in mixed doubles. 

The trophies were presented to 
the winners by Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra’d fbn Zaid. 

The Jordan Open Tennis Cha- 
mpionship, organised by the Jor- 
dan Tennis Federation (JTF), is 
perhaps the most prestigious ten- 
nis event in Jordan. More than 
120 participants, including Ame- 


ricans, British, German, French, 
Pakistanis, Poles and Austrians, 
took part in the 1985 cba- 


new line in professional sports 


mpionships. Most enthusiasts rep- 
resented the Sports Gly, the 


LOS ANGELES (R) - Leaning 
back in a leather chair behind his 


Royal Automobile Qub, the JTF . huge walnut desk, former hea- 
and the University of Jordan and vyweight boxing champion Ken 


Yarmouk University, in addition 
to individual entries. 

Prince Ra’d also presented an 
award to JTF President Muwaafaq 
AJ Fawwaz and JTF Secretary- 
General Ishaq JaraDah for their 
.tireless efforts to mak e the year's 
tournament a success. 

This year’s championship was 
named “Maureen Staila Open 
Tennis Championship'’ after 
Maureen Staila, who has been tra- 
ining tennis players in Jordan for 
the past five years. “She laid the 
foundation to tennis in the Kin- 
gdom and most tennis players in 
Jordan will remember her kin- 
dly,*' Mr. JaraHah cold the Jordan 
Times. 

The JTF awarded Ms. Staila a 
cup for her services and it was pre- 
sented to her by Prince Ra’d. 

One of tiie highlights of the tou- 
rnament was two young players, 
one of them 13 and the other 14, 
participated in the event, cap- 
turing the audience's full att- 
ention. 

Rafael Kowalzyk of Poland and 
Furrat Hammadi, both residents 
of Aqaba, came to Amman only to 
take part in the event Though 
they played very well in the initial 


Norton exudes physical power and 
wealth as he discusses his recent 
return to professional sports. 

No, the fighter best rem- 
embered for beating Muhammad 
AJi snd breaking his jaw in 1973 


on every decision that affects him. 
. “What impressed Eric most wa, 
that Ttripled the money I had ear- 
ned in boxing. I have a lot of real 
estate. I'm into a lot of things, but 
the basic thuw is that lack and I 
made sound investments and we 
managed them ourselves... ’ 

. “It was important to him that 
we got into and out (of boxing) 


does not plan another comeback . with my health, finances and fam- 
attempt in the ring. Though he ily intact " 


games, they had to bow down to 
seasoned players as the race gat- 
hered momentum. 


United's Danish winger Jesper 
Olsen could have made it 2-0 
three times in the last five minutes 
when he broke through only for 
Gary Stevens. Everton’s best pla- 
yer, to make a desperate clearance 
each time. 


Mecir crushes Wilander 


admits he is sometimes tempted 
because of what he sees as a dismal 
procession of second-rate cha- 
llengers to the classy reigning 
champion, Larry Holmes. 

Norton, who has maintained his 
highly muscled physique in the 
four years since Gerry Cooney 
finally ended his career in 54 sec- 
onds, will now do his fighting acr- 
oss a bargaining table. 

Ia a move which surprised the 
sporting world, Norton and bis 
business manager of 14 years. 
Jack Rodri, were hired by Eric 
Dickerson, the Los Angeles 
Rams’ celeb rated r unning hack-, to 
oversee the footballer’s financial 
affairs. 

Norton met Dickerson, who 
broke OJ. Simpson’s rushing rec- 
ord last year m only his second 
season, in the B ahamas about 18 
months ago, and the two became 
good friends. 

Norton believes it was his skilful 
handling of his hosting fortune 
which drew Dickersqn's attention. 
Why else would the 24-year-old 
superstar turn to an entrepreneur 
and sometime actor instead of an 


Dickerson has two years .to go 
on his contract with the National 
Football League team, worth 
$350,000 this year and $400,000 
for 1986. 

Norton would not say whether 


ncil (WBC) in March 1978 after 
Leon Spinks, upset winnerover 
Afi in a title match, Tefused to give 
number one contender Norton a 
title fight and instead opted io 
fight Ali in a return bout 

Norton lost the WBC crown to 
Holmes in his fimdefence m June 
1 978. He retired for the first time 
in 1979 but, like Ali, Joe Frazier 
and Holmes, the money pulled, 
him back. He was finally pounded 
into retirement by Cooney in Mav 
1981. 

Now Norton says be has enough 
money to keep bis wife and four 
children more than comfortable. 
Five gokl-and -diamond rings, a 


Dickerson wants to renegotiate. ( jj anion Encrusted gold bracelet 
But the running back recently ref- on his wrist and a heavy gold nee- 


used a bonus offer of Sone million 
to sign with the Tampa Bay Ban- 
dits of the fledgling U.S. football 
league. 

“We’ll sit down soon and dis- 
cuss his future. We don’t want to 
embarrass the Rams and we cer- 
tainly don't want to embarrass 
ourselves," the ex-fighter said. 

Norton’s own career took off 
with his famous points victory 
over Ali in San Diego. But he lost 
their next two fights, including a 
world title challenge, on con- 
troversial decisions. 

Norton said his narrow defeat at 
New York’s Yankee Stadium in 


klace are extravagant testimony to 
that fact. 

Asked bow much he made in 
boxing. Norton hedges. "Quite a 
bit... lei's just say I was very for- 
tunate. I made more than I ever 
dreamed I could growing up in 

Jacksonville. Illinois." 

Even without any rigorous 'tra- 
ining schedule Norton still cuts an 
imposing figure. But he has no ill- 
usions that he is much better at 
swinging deals in real estate, oil 
and even Olympic key chains than 
he was in the ring. 


“I don't think it would be a plus 


1976 knocked the spirit out of for me to go back into boxing. 


him. Many ringside observers bel- even if there is a chance that I 


ieved Norton had won the cha- could do well," he said. ‘Tm hen- 


mpionship. 


ithy. mentally and physically, so 


Everton, who were sportingly 
cheered by the delirious United 
fans, can look back with pride on a 
season in which they won the Eng- 
lish League Championship and 
European Cup Winners’ Cup. 


ROME (R) — Czechoslovak Mil- 
os lav Mecir readied the final of 
the Italian Open Men's Tennis 
Championship Saturday when he 
crushed top seed Mats Wilander 
of Sweden 6-2, 6-4. 

It was the second time Mecir, 2 1 
Sunday, had beaten Wilander 
He beat the Swede 6-1, 6-2 in the 
semifinals of the Hamburg Grand 
Prix Tournament earlier this 


world, controlled the game from 
the outset and broke Wilander’ s 
serve every time in the first set as 
he stormed into the lead. In ihe 
second set, Mecir took five games 
in a row before Wilander, rated 
fourth in the world, fought back. 


established agent? 

“When Enc first asked me to 


“I did ponder the decision after why take a chance just for another 
that fight, but I got over it. But 1 pay day?" 
must admit I didn’t treat my fights His record will stand at 42 wins. 


record will stand at 42 wins. 


represent him, I said no,” Norton 
told Reuters in an interview. '‘But 
then I realised he just wanted what 
I've been able to do with my box- 
ing earnings: Plus he wants to be in 


with the same intensity after that 33 by knockout, seven losses and a 
one." he said. “I lost that extra draw. The ring record book lists 


edge. At that point I stopped 
going that extra mile.'’ 

Even so, he was named cha- 
mpion by the World Boxing Cou- 


his date of birth as August 9. 1943. 
but Norton says that's wrong. 
“For you," be said with a wide 
grin, “I'm 37 and holding." 


From 5il down, the* 20- 
year-old Swede won the next 
three games as he threatened to 


Nofmal time was a dis- 
appointment for the 100,000 fans 
packed into the Empire Stadium 
on the hottest day of year. The 
game was played in a cramped 
area in the middle of the field with 
both teams putting the priority on 
defence. 


rnx I oumament earlier uns three games as he threatened to 
month before going on to win the ' level the match. But Mecir took 
event. control again and won the final 


event. 

Mecir, ranked 


1 7th Jn jhe, game without dropping a point 


Europeans review fire safety 
standards at soccer stadiums 


Marseilles 1st choice for 
World Chess title replay 


Everton oould have gone ahead 
in the 10th minute when a long 
throw by Stevens was punched 
weakly to the edge of thfe area by 
Bailey and Reid grasped a shot 
against the Ear post 


TUNIS (R) — The French city of 
Marseille, is the first choice of 
venue for a replay of the world 
chess championship .between "tit- 
leholder Anatoly Karpov and 
Gary Kasparov, the international 
chess federation (FIDE) saitf Fri- 


: NEW IN AMMAN ^ 

If you want to be served like being in a first class hotel, 

. and live like being at Jiome, pay us a visit; 

OARS TEL BD d-± 2 ql|la 


IFlIIOm 

SMALL LUXURIOUSLY* FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
TO SATISFY GOOD TASTE 
Amman, Shmeisanf, Tel. 668193 
Tlx: 23888 DAROTL JO. 

Kitchenettes, colour TV and indoor movie. Free phy- 
sical fitness room. And all other first-class hotel ser- 
vices, including ice-cubes machines, shoe-polish 
machines, safe deposit boxes, morning new- 
s paper.. ...etc. 

Restaurant, Healthbar and giftshop. 

L- • At reasonable prices. . j 


day. 

Their previous match in Mos- 
cow was stopped in February after 
an in coo elusive five-rftonth battle 
and FIDE President Floreqdo 
CampO manes told a news con- 
ference here Friday the rematch 
would be limited to 24 games. 

The players, both from the Sov- 
iet Union, said they wanted it to be 
held in Moscow- in September, 
Campomanes said, but the FIDE 
executive recommended .Mar- 
seilles at a meeting in Tunis. 

He said the second possibility 
was to spread the games between I 
Marseilles and the two other cities 
which had offered to organise the 
match. i 


LONDON (AP) — The gra- 
ndstand inferno that killed 52 
people in northern England has 
prompted a review 6f fire safety at 
soccer stadiums in West Germany, 
Sweden and Spain. 

But authorities in other Wes- 
tern European nations say such 
checks are unnecessary. They say 
there is little danger of a repetition 
on the continent of the May 1 1 
tragedy at Bradford city's Valley 
Parade ground. 

An Associated Press survey 
showed that grandstands at most 
sports stadiums in Western Eur- 
ope are of modern steel- 
and -concrete construction, in con- 
trast to Bradford's 79-year-old 


the Swedish Football Association, 
said: “We must learn from the 
Bradford tragedy." 

Swedish fire officials said at 
least eight of the country's sta- 
diums pose a serious fire hazard. 

Within 48 hours of the Bradford 
blaje last Sunday, foe authorities 
in Sweden inspected stadiums 
there and warned that many were 
“eerily remniscent" of Bradfords 

The best-known Swedish arena 
with wooden stands is the Olympic 
stadium in Stockholm, where one 
of the stands was destroyed by fire 
in 1954. 

A carelessly discarded cigarette 
is thought to have started the fire, 
a possibility also being inv- 


wooden stand that went up in fla-‘ estigated by Bradford poliep. 


rues within four minutes. 

But in Sweden, half of the 32 
major soccer stadiums are made at 
least partially of wood, and Rob- 
ert Hernadi, managing director of 


THE : : 

BRITISH COUNCIL 


There were no casualties in tfie 
Stockholm blaze. 

Last Monday, foe chiefs in most 
Swedish cities ordered a survey of 
fire safety precautions and sports' 
officials pledged they would com- 
ply with reconstruction demands. 

In West ‘Germany. Hermann 
Neuberger, president of the Soc- 
cer Federation, said his office 
would be requesting “a new check 
covering all safety aspects of sta- 


diums" 

He said 130 major stadiums 
needed to be examined, including 
several with wooden bleachers, 
but stressed that most are made of 
concrete and steel. 

Frankfurt fire chief Ernst Ach- 
illes .said that, in the aftermath of 
the Bradford fire, he would call for 
a ban on all fireworks and torches 
being brought into the city's 
70.000 -capacity soccer stadium. 

Of Germany's first-and 
second -division teams, only one. 
Ajmenia Bielefeld, still has a sub- 
stantial portion of hs main stand 
made of wood. 

Berm Niemann, the club's bus- 
iness manager, said safely checks 
were made on the stadium every 
six months. 

“You can never rule out a fire, 
of course." he said. “But the real 
question is. what means you have 
immediately to fight a fire. I can- 
not imagine a situation existing 
here as it did in Britain.” 

In the Bradford fire, police said, 
many of the victims were crushed- 
in a scramble for rear exit gates, 
which had been padlocked to pre- 
vent people from getting in. 


AMMAN CROWN HOTEL 


Opening of the sports complex for 1985 
season 


The British Council would like to announce the class 
hours for the Holy Month of Ramadan. 

Sunday/Tuesday 

2.15 - classes 7 1 B 1 ^ 1 10 1 II 1 12 1 

4.00 - classes 7* 7 s 8* 12 2 13 

5.45 - classes 8 s 9 s 10 2 II 2 RSA RSA 

Saturday/Monday/Wednesday ,nt Basic 

2.00 - classes. I 1 2' 3 1 4 1 

3.05 - classes I 1 2* 3* 5 1 6 1 MFA 
4.10 - classes I 3 2 s 3 3 4* 5* MFA 
5.20 - classes I 4 2* 3* 5 s 6 * 2* m 
6.25 - classes I s 2 s 3 5 4 3 5* G 3 


CARS FOR SALE 


1981 Honda Quintet, airconditioned JD 2,700. Duty paid. 
1983 Honda Quintet, airconditioned JD 3,400. Duty paid. 
1981 BMW 732 duty not paid JD 2,600. 


For Information Tel: 819721. 


The Amman Crown Hotel announces the opening of the sports 
complex for 19® season as of 20/5/1985 with the following uti- 


1- Swimming pool, Olympic size 

2- Swimming pool for children 

3- Various playgrounds for children 

4- Tennis courts 

5- Squash courts 

6- Table tennis rooms. 


The hotel also announces the opening of registration for the 
complex membership, and requests ex-members to renew their 
membership. 


Members' guests are allowed after paying the fixed fee. 
Amman Crown Hotel - Radio Jordan and T-.V. road. 
TW: 778183. 


Deutschsprachiges Reisebuero 
ARAB EXPRESS 

U riser Service: 

— flugtickets und Buchungen Fueralle Ffu- 
giinien 

— Luftfracht Sowie unbeg leitetes Gepaeck 
Vor ihrer naechsten Flugreise erkundigen sie 
sich bei uns nach dem guenstigsten angebot. 

Es lohnt sjch: 

• Tel: 638295 Oder 638296 . 

— P.O. Box 5131 - Jabai Amman 1st Circle. 


WATER AUTHORITY 
MADABA AND MAAN PROJECTS 
CONTRACT MN 1/92/85 
MD 1/67/85 
MD 2/93/85 
MD 3/94/85 

• Water Authority announces to tenderers who 
have bought any of the above contracts that the 
minutes of the prebid conference have been issued 
and are available at the Water Authority's tender 
department. ; 

President of Water Authority 
• M.S. KeUanl. 


** -* Cine- Theatre* * * V 


Cinema 

fL-HUSSEiN 


Tel: 22117 


Cinema 

RRINBOW 

Tel: 625155 


Cinema's^ 

OF ERR 

Tel: 675573 


NINJA IN THE 
DRAGON'S DEN 


IE WINGED SERPEN 1 


Cinema 

PALESTINE 

Tel: 22117 

1- THE GIANT 


Cinema 

RRGHRDRN 


fc Philadelphia* 


Tel: 22198 


Lp.BfoOPER 


2- BRUSLY FIGHTS 
THE DEVIL 


TROUBLEMAKER 


THE ONION* * 
FIELD * 


(Colour) 

Performances: 72-3 - 5:30-8 


3:00, 6:00, 9V0 P-m. 


4 6:30 8:30 10:30 

Abdali. behind ALIA offices 


(Colour) 

Performances: 12-3-7 


(Colour) 

Performances: 12-3-5:30-8 


Stamen 3.30 6 8.30KM5 


TH- - 34M4.34H9 
** *•★ * * * **>4t 
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Jordanian shipping 
firm boosts profit 

AMMAN (R) — Jordan National Shipping Lines (JNSL) said Sat- 
nr^rts net profits rose 13 per cent to 499300 dinars ($1 .2 million) 

Its annual rqport said this was despite 1984 being one of the worst 
years ever in international shipping, marked by falling prices and 
severe competition. 

It said assets rose 2.2 per cent to 9.4 million dinars ($23.4 million). 

" t onnage of carro carried by chartered vesseh and JNSL ships rose 35 
per cent to 6535 6 tomes. 

The government, which owns 75 per cent of JNSL, last year 
oroered that Jordanian public and private establishments use its ships 
tor imports and capons. 

^ '? P aid_u P capital of about seven million dinars 
* < 5 iZ; 4 ™on). declared a six per cent dividend to shareholders. 

me company has two 22,000 tonne bulks carriers, which are used 
»export Jordan's potash, phosphates and fertilisers, and two 1 3300 
tonne general cargo vessels. 

Ozal, Mzali and Sabah 
sign fertiliser accord 

ISTANBUL (R) — An agreement on a joint fertiliser plant project 
involving Turkey, Tunisia and Kuwait was signed. by the three cou- 
ntries here Friday. 

T urkish Prime Minister Turgut Ozal, Tunisian Prime Minister 
Mohammad Mzali and Kuwaiti Petroleum and Ind ustry Minister Alt 
A1 K hal i f a AI Sabah took part in the signing ceremony. 

The agreement, to establish a company to set up a fertilizer plant in 
Turkey, was signed by officials of companies involved from the three 
countries. . 

Mr. Ozal, speaking at the signing ceremony, said the joint venture 
wasjan example of South-South cooperation. 

"The participation on Tunisian Premier Mzali and Kuwaiti Pet- 
roleum Minister Al Sabah shows the importance given to this mul- 
tilateral cooperation," Mr. Ozal said. . 

Mr. Mzali, in his speech, said he agreed with Mr. Ozal on the 
importance of the cooperation of Hurd World countries. 

The p lant, to be constructed at Mersin in southern Turkey, is 
opened to be completed in four years, Turkish government officials 

W TYOUR DAILY "1 

Horoscope 

from the Carroll Righter Institute l 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, MAY 19, 1985 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: A Sunday to wind up 
practical matters that still await your attention. Use the 
latter part of the day to look into whatever sort of pro-, 
gress you can make for future expression. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) A good day to run around 
and keep any promises made to others and gain their 
goodwill. Be active. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Concentrate on finan- 
cial and other material matters and reach the right deci- • 
sions on how to best handle them. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) A good day to handle 
those personal affairs for which you have little time dur- 
ing busy work days. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Morning is 
fine for meditating and analyzing how farydu have 
moved toward your goals and how best to proceed. 

LEO (JuL'22 to Aug.' 21) Ffee day to seek oht yobr 

’ most influential friends who can be of great assistance 
to you in your career. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept 22) Endeavor to see that 
bigwig' today who can assist you in whatever is most 
important to you now. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct. 22) Be some place where you 
can gain information you need and then discuss the 
future with wise individuals. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) This is a good day to 
see an expert who can give you information you need, 
so try to contact this person. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) A good day to 
talk with your partners and others so that you can make 
better arrangements for the future. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to J an. 20) A fine day for tak- 
ing health treatments that you need to become more 
vigorous. Plan the new week wisely. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Early set up appoint- 
ments to see charming persons and have a delightful 
time with them later. Then do just that. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Spend as much time as 
possible so that you can. improve conditions there and 
establish more harmony with kin. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY .„ he or she will 
have a quick answer for everything and be very good 
in timoR of emergency. .Be sure to provide as fine an 

. education as possible. There is brilliance here, but your 
progeny needs to learn to complete whatever has been . 
started in order to achieve the greatest success in life. 


Arab union 
launches 
exchange 
magazine 

AMMAN (R) — The Union of 
Arab Stock Exchanges has lau- 
nched an Ara biolanguage qua- 
rterly magazine, to serve as the 
union's mouthpiece and a bridge 
for cooperation among Arab stock 
exchanges. 

Mr. Hashem Sabbagh, general 
manager of the Amman Financial 
Market,' Jordan’s official stock 
exchange, said the magazine 
would partly satisfy the need for 
economic information, which he 
said had lagged behind dev- 
elopments in Arab stock exc- 


U.S. central bank cuts key interest rate 


The union .derided to publish 
the magazine, " Arab Exchanges," 
following a meeting in Cas- 
ablanca, Morocco, last January. 

Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, 
Sudan, Tunisia and Morocco are 
members of the union, set up in 
1982. Its headquarters were last 
year moved to Jordan from Leb- 
anon because of the Lebanese civil 
war. 


Buenos Aires 
freezes dollar 
accounts 

BUENOS AIRES (R) — The 
Argentine g o v ern ment Friday 
night moved to halt a drain on 
banks’ reserves following the col- 
lapse of the country’s third-largest 
private bank by freezing dollar 
accounts for four months. 

The ce n tral bank order, issued 
one week after the closure of the 
Banco de Italia y Rio De La Plata, 
said depositors would not be able 
to w i thdraw dollars or make new 
deposits for 120 days. 

The Banco de Italia, founded in 
1872, held some $65 million in 
dollar deposits not covered by 
state guarantees. 

Loral press reports have put 
total dollar deposits in the Arg- 
entine banking system at about 
$700 million. i' 


UPI owners, 
management 
settle row 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
owners and management of Uni- 
ted.. Press .International (UPI). 
have agreed to end a. $wo-montb, 1 
battle among themselves for con- 
trol and to work together to find a 
buyer for thenews agency, a union 
official said Friday. 

Mr. Dan Carmichael, an officer 
of thewire sendee guild who rep- 
resents UPI employees, attended 
a meeting between UPI owners 
Mr. Douglas Rube and Mr. Wil- 
liam Gassier and board chairman 
Mr. Luis Nogales at which the agr- 
eement was worked out 
Mr. Carmichael said the agr- 
eement puts Mr. Nogales in mil 
control of the "normal course of 
business*' at the agency. 

The two owners fired Mr. Nog- 
ales as president in late March but 
agreed to install him as chairman 
under pressure from creditors. At 
the same time, they agreed to rel- 
inquish control. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Federal Reserve Board 
(Fed) has stepped in to stimulate the sagging U.S. 
economy by lowering its key discount loan rate to 7.5 
per cent from eight per cent. 

"The action was taken against Wednesday, 
the background of relatively imo Analysts said the Fed basset the 

hanged output for -some time in stage for interest rates charged 
the industrial sector , of the eco- throughout economy to decline, a 
noray, stemming heavily from ris- development which should revive 
ing imports and a strong dollar,” economic activity, nudge the 
the central bank announced late strong dollar down and make it 
Friday. \ easier for debtor nations to repay 

The reduction in the rate fin- their loans, 
an rial institutions pay when they. "The Fed must have a con- 
borrow from the Fed will cut costs siderable feeling that the economy 
to commercial banks and should is in trouble and needs help," eco- 
lower loan costs throughout the nomist Donald Straszheim of 
U.S. economy. Merrill, Lynch, Pierce, Fenner 

On Monday, when the red- and Smith told Reuters, 
action takes effect, the discount According to government esi- 
rafie will be at a nearly seven-year i mates, the economy grew at an 
low. v,\ anemic 1.3 per cent annual rate 

Only moments after the central during the first quarter of this year 
bank revealed the action, two\ and some analysts even think that 
major U.S. banks, Citibank and figure will be revised downward 
Chase Manhattan, announced when new data is published this 


Chase Manhattan, announced when new data is published this 
cuts of their prime leading rates to week.--. i 

10 per cent, following a simil ar . A floocFof imports, spurred lar- 
move by Bankers Trust Co on gely by the strong dollar, has sap- 


Singapore builders 
face gloomy future 

SINGAPORE (R) — Stiff competition from Japanese and Korean 
builders has forced about 20 construction firms to close and threatens 
to demolish the whole industry, the Singapore Contractors Ass- 
ociation (SCAL) said Friday. 

Construction equipment worth 500 million Singapore dollars 
($227 million) lies idle and the prospect for contractors looks gloomy 
for the next five to 10 years, SCAL General Secretary Jimmy Koh 
told reporters. 

SCAL had sought help for the past several years to keep Singapore 
builders afloat, but most public contracts still went to Japanese 
companies, Mr. Koh said. 

"We hope the situation will change before a total collapse of the 
local industry," he said, adding that more firms would probably close 
in coming months. 

Mr. Koh said local firms could not compete against Japanese and 
Korean companies which bad global resources and were prepared to 
break into the market with heavy initial losses. 

Singapore has about 200 major construction companies and ano- 
ther 300 smaller firms. But Japanese and Korean firms have grabbed 
the Iran's share of public works, including the $2.5 billion urban 
railway system. 


Venezuela, banks agree 
debt rescheduling terms 


ped production from the U.S. 
economy, analysts say. 

Economist David Jones at Aub- 
rey G. Lanston and Go Inc said the 
cut “reflects the Fed’s increasing 
alarm over the weakening in the 
economy, particularly in the ind- 
ustrial sector”. 

Mr. Jones said the cut was also 
aimed at soothing fears about the 
stability of the U.S. financial sys- 
tem that have spread because of a 
depositors’ run on a group of pri- 
vately insured savings and loans 
associations in Maryland. 

In deriding to lower the dis- 
count rate, the Fed noted the eco- 
nomy is generally healthy on the 
inflation front and growth in the 
nation’s money supply has slowed. 

“Price pressures, while clearly a 
continuing concern in some areas, 
appear to remain relatively well- 
contained in goods producing sec- 
tors of the economy ... growth of 
the monetary aggregates has slo- 
wed appreciably," the Fed said. 

The discount rate was last cut in 
December. That half-point red- 
uction to eight per cent was also 
aimed at pepping up the economy. 


The latest reduction brings the 
rate to its lowest since the summer 
of 1978. 

Maryland governor signs 
laws to ease crisis 


Meanwhile, Maryland Gov- 
ernor Harry Hughes Friday night 
signed into law several bills aimed 
at ending a week-old savings bank 
crisis which he said was und- 
ermining confidence in the U.S. 
banking system. 

The new laws, described by Mr. 
Hushes as "a big step towards 
ending the crisis,” give him broad 

emergency powers. 

They also require some Mar- 
yland savings banks to obtain ins- 
urance from federal authorities 
guaranteeing deposits before they 
will be allowed to resume normal 
operations. 

Maryland's difficulties began 
last week when depositors wit- 
hdrew massive sums from the 
state's 100 privately-insured sav- 


ings banks. 
Mr. Hud 


Hughes responded by imp- 


osing a withdrawal limit of $1,000 
a month. 

Depositors became nervous fol- 
lowing disclosures of management 
problems at two of the largest 
banks just two months after a sim- 
ilar crisis in Ohio forced the tem- 
porary closure of 70 privately- 
insured saving banks there. 

Mr. Hughes earlier said Mar- 
yland's problems were magnified 
by a senes of financial institution 
problems in the country. 

He said the c ear-coil apse of 
Chicago's Continental Illinois 
Bank last year, the failure of a 
large New Jersey government sec- 
urities brokerage firm and the 
Ohio crisis had eroded public con- 
fidence in the U.S. banking sys- 
tem. 

The Fed has loaned Maryland 
banks more than $300 million in 
the past week to help them meet 
withdrawals. 

But the outflow from the largest 
banks grew from $5 million a day 
on May 8 to more than $200 mil- 
lion a day by May 15. 


Large inflation rise gives 
Thatcher new headache 


CARACAS (R) — -Venezuela 
and its creditor banks signed an 
agreement Friday on terms of a 
$20.75 billion ddbt rescheduling, 
virtually concluding negotiations 
; which lasted mare than two years r 
President Jaime Lusanchi said. 

Venezuela’s 13-bank advisory 
committee finalised the agr- 
eement during talks in New York 
begun Thursday, Mr. Lusinchi 
told reporters. 

The meeting was held to end- 
orse a termsheet defining the con- 
ditions of the 12V$t year res- 
cheduling and review an economic 
memorandum presented by Ven- 
ezuela. 

Friday’s agreement rounded off 
drawn-out and often difficult neg- 
otiations with creditor banks, sou- 
red by chronic interest arrears in 
the private sector. 

Banking sources said resistance 
from some major U.S. banks with 
private sector exposure had ero- 
ded with realisation that further 
delays would be counter- 


productive. 

Mr. Lusinchi said a tour of 
world financial centres to sell the 
deal to Venezuela's 450 bank cre- 
ditors was now expected- to start 
next month to clear the wtftffor the 
signing of edntracts. 1 ru ' 

Mr. Lusinchi said the deal 
would have a major impact on the 
country’s economy, which has 
recorded virtually negative 
growth for the past five years, and 
should create a dimate of con- 
fidence for both foreign and local 
investors. 

"The government anil also be 
able to manage its resources much 
more realistically because we 
know bow much to devote to debt 
service and how much we can 
count on for the needs of the adm- 
inistration," he said. 

He added that the government’s 
renegotiation of its debt to com-- 
merrial banks didhot speD the end 
of an economic crisis begun with 
the devaluation of the bolivar in 
February 1983. 


LONDON (R) — Inflation in Bri- 
tain jumped to 6.9 per cent in 
April, dealing Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher a new blow in 
a week that has already seen a 
slump id her opinion poll standing 
and a challenge from within her 
own party. 

The new rate, announced Fri- 
day by the employment ministry, 
compares with 6.1 per cent in 
March and is the highest since 
October 1982. 

Five months ago annual price 
growth was 4.6 per cent. 

Mrs. Thatcher’s Conservative 
Party government has made a pri- 
ority of fighting inflation and the- 
April figures were certain to give 
fuel to the Labour opposition and 
to a new group of Conservative 
critics of her policies which eme- 
rged last week. 

The ministry said higher food 
prices, interest rates and taxes 
pushed the price index up 2.1 per 
cent in April alone. 

Employment Minister Tom 
King said the rise had been exp- 
ected and the government still bel- 
ieved inflation would fell back sig- 
nificantly towards the end of this 
year, when, official forecasts say it 


•will be five per cent. 

Despite Friday’s poor figures. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
(Finance Minister) Nigel Lawson 
said he still expected this target to 
be met. 

"I see no reason at this stage to 
alter the budget forecast of an 
overall inflation figure of around 
five per cent by the endpf the year 
and lower still in 1 986,” Mr. Law- 
son said in a speech prepared for 
delivery to businessmen. 

It was not the first bad economic 
news the government has heard in 
recent weeks. Adult une- 
mployment reached a record 13.1 
per cent last month, and in March 
the visible trade deficit hit a record 
£900 million (Sl.l billion). 

There was some consolation' 
Friday when industrial production 
figures showed that output rose 
per cent in March. Dus gave a 
strong gain of 3.7 percent over the 
Jatest 12 months compared with a 
rise of only 0.9 per cent in the year 
‘ending February. 

But Labour Party economic 
spokesman Mr. Roy Hatters Icy 
homed in on prices, saying the 
economy was being disastrously 
mishandled. 


"The government has staked its 
credibility on reducing inflation 
but inflatkra has nearly doubled 
since the last election (in 1983),*’ 
he said. 

Mrs. Thatcher was already 
under pressure from Con- 
servatives after the party’s poor 
showing in recent local elections 
and a poll that showed it lagging 
behind both Labour and the cen- 
trist alliance of Liberals and Soda! 
Democrats in popularity. 

On Tuesday, 'former foreign 
secretary Mr. Francis Pym lau- 
nched a backbench group called 
Centre Forward dedicated to cha- 
llenging Mrs. Thatcher’s tight 
# economic policies. 

Mr. Pym. who denied he was' 
bidding for party leadership, said 
vin a speech the government was. 

trapped by ideology and should be 
t ready to borrow more toYund inv-. 
estmenL 

The new figures put Britain 
□ear the top. of the inflation league 
among major industrialised cou-' 
□tries, ahead of trade rivals Japan 
(1.6' per cent), the U.S. (£7),- 
-West Germany (2.5) "and France. 
(6.5), but behind Italy (8.8). 


Donors fail to agree IFAD funding' 


ROME (R) — The funding of a 
United Nations agency which 
helps Third World farmers was in 
jeopardy Friday night after the 
United States refused to pledge 
further financial support, the head 
of the agency said. 

At the end of a two-meeting 
donor nations failed to resolve a 
long-running wrangle over fin- 
ancing for the Rome-based Int- 
ernational Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD). 

Fund President Idriss Jazairy 
told a news conference Friday 
night that the lack of agreement 
meant IFAD would be unable to 
maintain* its development pro- 
gramme at previous levels. 

He said all donor countries exc- 


ept the U.S. agreed to make firm 
pledges of support but in the abs- 
ence of the necessary unanimity 
the funds could not be rep- 
lenished. 

IFAD, set up by Western and 
oil-producing nations in 1978, 
gives aid to small-holders and lan- 
dless farm labourers in the world's 
poorest countries to help them 
grow more. 

Mr. Jazairy said he still hoped to 
readb an agreement, using quiet 
diplomacy. 

“I don’t think if would be a good 
thing to point the finger at any- 
body. IFAD is not a tribunal.” he 
added. 

He said that IFAD did not want 
to go it alone without the U.S., 


which previously accounted for 25 - 
per cent of the total contributions . 
from Western donors — the;' 
members of the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and Dev- 


elopment (OECD). 
He said the othei 


He said the other OECD nat- 
ions bad shoufa themselves willing 
to contribute without the U.S., but 
would not be prepared to' make up 
all the difference. 

He said that by the end of this 
year IFAD's uncommitted funds 
would total only $140 million. 

The agency's initial funding of 
$1 billion in 1978 came jointly 
from OECD and the Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC), with contributions split 
5S and 42 per cent respectively. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 


ACROSS 
1 Identical 
'5 Consecrate 
10 Mualal 

14 Sports group 

15 — S. McPherson 
18 Far pro*. 

17 Cleveland's 
lake 

18 Night noise 
IB Biblical 

patriarch 
20 Gopher Stale 

22 Leases 

23 Shoddy 

24 DUeotUM to 


28 Joyous 
tnfUctsrof 



30 Not WM 
33 Ohmarcotoee 
35 Used at the 


37 Early care 
39 Liturgical 
vestment 

41 Rayburn ol TV 

42 Lethargy 
44 Building 

extensions- 

48 Future ehkdt 
47 Jousted 

49 Affirmative 
votes 

51 Kind of strike 
53 Ibexes 
57 —add 
59 B*dg»r Stats 
61 Heat source 
82 Skin 
S3 — boy! 

64 Anglo-Saxon 
slave 
85 NY city 
68 StdpbuMtng 


67 Ger. river 

aaorgs. 

88 Br. composer 

DOWN ‘ 

1 Stops 

-2 High nut 
3 Pine Tree 
State 


* ISAS Tribune hwu Samcm, Kxr 
All BtQMS Awwwfl. 


4 Corrects 

5 Singing voice 
8 Floor covering 

7 Act the ham 

8 Sharp ridges 
of glaciers 

8 Witness 

10 Gukftng 

11 Volunteer 

State 

12 Thanks— I 

13 Lod»— • 

21 Potato buds 

22 Discourteous 
25 In a meek my 
27 MadeRkee • 

Don 


* 30 Tax tetters 

31 Lithuanian 

32 Peteari State 
34 Dessert’ 

38 Table prop - 
38 Shatter • 

40 Mamberofa 

tribe 

43 Osr.empamr 


uutBJHaamLdij auisa 
HLQQaailLJtilUH 
□□BHoaiiiiiaa naa^i 
hubcjh aaaaaaa 
aaaa a □a i aua 
aaaa aaa aaoiaua 
aaaa uaaaoaa 

L30U0E3 BUld UBfJOa 

uaaaaaa aaaa 
HHBauja aaa ciacini 
□uu aau uaaa 
aanaanu annaa 
Hcjua aaLiaaaaaaa 
□nua aauaaaaaaa 
aaaa aaaaaaaaaa 


46 Utahatate 
flower , 

48 Round rod* 
of wood ’ 

50 Musical 
composition 
52 Telegrams . 
54 Flower 


55 Giant 

56 Ophidian 
J7 Mimics 

58 Hat-topped 

m 

80 Ptecenesfood 
82 Coroner’s 
tarm:abbr. 


Now arrange the circled fetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers lomonow) 

Yesterday’s [ Jumbtea: ™ YME CABLE POETRY VACANT 
Answer.. What flat loot Bdness is (or a traffic 
cop— THE ARCH ENEMY 


















U.S. announces 3rd 
consortium for SDI 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. Defence Dep- 
artment has announced the formation of a third 1 
major American research consortium for President 
Ronald Reagan’s so called “Star Wars” missile- 
defence programme. 


The consortium, which is rec- 
eiving an immediate $75,000 in 
funding, will include the State 
University of New York, the U.S. 
Naval Research Laboratory and 
the General Electric Go. 

The group has been asked to 
study a variety of “novel materials 
for electronics and optical sys- 
tems/' a Pentagon official said, 
adding it expects to spend a total' 
of $2.5 million “for this research 
thrust during the next three 
years.” 

The Star Wars programme, 
known formally as the Strategic 
Defence Initiative (SDI), is a res- 
earch effort aimed at determining 
the feasibility of placing lasers or 
'other types of weapons in space 
that could shoot down Soviet nuc- 
lear missiles. 


Hie United States has invited its 
allies to join in the research, but so 
far all of the contracts have been 
let to American oiganisations. 
Pentagon officials said recently 
they had not yet received any for- 
eign bids on research work. 

Last February, the Pentagon 
announced the formation of a con- 
sortium of five American uni- 
versities to study different non- 
nuclear options for generating' 
power for such space-based sys- 
tems. 

Then in April, a second con- 
sortium of U.S. universities and 
laboratories was put together to 
study a new type of high-speed 
computing process. 

According to Friday's Pentagon, 
announcement, the State Uni- 
versity of New York has been 


asked to concentrate its research 
on ways of creating new semi- 
conductor materials for high- 
speed electronic systems “as well 
as explorin g novel insulating mat- 
erials to store electrical energy” 
for various weapon systems. 

The naval research laboratory 
wQI concentrate its effort on the 
development of materials that 
could be used as “high-power 
opening switches/' which would 
be needed to release energy stored 
for laser and partide beam wea- 
pons. 

The researchers at General Ele- 
ctric have been asked to “explore 
a revolutionary method to create 
novel, compact electronic pac- 
kages” with high density circuits 
for high-speed data processing. 

Dr. James A. Johnson, a top off- 
icial within the Pentagon’s Str- 
ategic Defence Initiative org- 
anisation. said on Friday that the 
university researchers par- 
ticipating in the work will not be 
required to obtain security cle- 
arances "^because all research per- 
formed on campus will be unc- 
lassified.” 


Pope: Church unity must be genuine 

rhetorically, by merely using easy 
and unilateral slogans/' Deep 
conviction and total commitment 
were necessary if the world was to 
avoid a repeat of the carnage at 
Ypres, he added. 

The message on the graves of 
those soldiers in Flanders was 
"war never again,” the Pontiff 
told the crowd in the town's main 
square. 

Later the Pope travelled to 
Ghent where 180,000 people att- 
ended the largest gathering of his 
Benelux tour, a colourful outdoor 
mass at which he drew cheers 
when he thanked children who 
wished him happy birthday. 

Despite the crowd's ent- 
husiasm, which encouraged the 
Pope to open the bulletproof win- 
dow of his vehicle to wave, sec- 
urity remained tight after left- 
wing threats to disrupt this visit. 

Priests invited to help officiate 
at the mass expressed surprise 
when security men body-searched 
them, and a row blew up between 
Belgian Police and Param ilitar y 
Gendarmes over responsibility for 
guarding the open-air podium. 


MECHELEN, Belgium (R) — 
Pope John Paul marked hfc 65th 
birthday by warning that any rec- 
onciliation between Roman Cat- 
holicism and the Protestant Chr- 
istian Churches must not conceal 
discord. 

Unity must be genuine, without 
concealing discord and must avoid 
precarious compromises, he dec- 
lared in a sermon at Mechelen 
Cathedral. 

“Unity should be the result of a 
sincere and universal conversion, 
of mutual forgiveness, theological 
dialogue ...” the Pope said, spe- 
aking in Flemish in this former 
capital of the Netherlands. 

The Pontiff is making a five-day 
visit to Belgium as part of a tour of 
the Netherlands, Belgium and * 
Luxembourg which has so far 
been marked by protests and tight 
security. 

, He said progress already ach- 
ieved in ecumenical talks “makes 
us more sensitive to the divisions 
afflicting the body of the church, 
the weight of history and the ever 
continuing quarrels and less glo- 
rious behaviour of Christians. 

Despite the Pope's previous 


assertions that the process of 
church unity was irreversible, Pro- 
testant Churches say joint talks on 
the issue are blocked over several 
issues including Catholic refusal to 
recognise other priesthoods. 

A group of intellectuals from 
the Free University of Brussels 
meanwhile said the Pope by his 
attitudes to homosexuality, con- 
traception and abortion con- 
tradicted the spirit of tolerance 
and freedom he claimed as his ins- 
piration. 

After visiting Mechelen, Pope 
John Paul met representatives of 
the Protestant Churches in Bel- 
gium. 

He was also expected to travel 
to Beauraing in the south, where 
vandals have defaced a shrine to 
the Virgin Mary built where Cat- 
holics believe the Madonna app- 
eared to four children in 1932/33. 

On Friday he drew huge crowds 
in Flanders as he delivered an 
appeal for peace at Ypres, site of a 
battle at which 500,000 soldiers 
died. 

He said: “Peace is no longer a 
question that can be dealt with 


Sri Lanka extends state of 
emergency for 1 month 


COLOMBO (R) — President 
Junius Jayewardeae Saturday 
ordered the extension of Sri 
Lanka's state of emergency for a 
further month in the wake of con- 
tinued separatist guerrilla vio- 
lence, official sources said. 

The extension follows the kil- 
ling of nearly 150 people by Tamil 
guerrillas in the sacred Buddhist 
city of Anuradhapura and its out- 
skirts last Tuesday. 

At Anuradhapura an army cor- 
pora 1 killed six and wounded 16 of 
a group of Tamil civilians who 
were being evacuated Friday. His 
commanding officer shot the cor- 
poral dead, official sources said. 

The government denied a T amil 
opposition party allegation that 
the navy may have attacked a ferry 
and killed 48 Tamil civilians to 
avenge the Anuradhapura mas- 
sacre. 

The state of emergency gives 
security forces extra power to 


combat guerrillas to set up a sep- 
arate state for Tamils in the isl- 
.and's northern and eastern pro- 
vinces. 

The emergency, imposed two 
years ago to control violence after 
parliamentary and local gov- 
ernment elections, has been ext- 
ended every month to deal with 
guerrilla attacks. 

Parliament will debate the latest 
incidents at Anuradhapura and 
other areas next Thursday and 
Friday, a parliamentary official 
said. 

The government agreed to the 
debate, bowing to an opposition 
demand for an opportunity to dis- 
cuss the massacre which has sho- 
cked the Buddhist population. 

Official sources said the wild life 
park at Wiipattu, where the group 
of about 25 guerrillas went into 
hiding after the assault on Anu- 
radhapura, was being combed by 
security forces. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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THE TALE OF THE TWO OF DIAMONDS 


DEAR READERS: W« have bad 
many requests over the years for 
those hands ire consider to be our 
favorites. That makes quite a list. 
For the time being, therefore, we 
ore devoting the Sunday column to 
a series of faunons hands. At the end 
of the series we will go back to 
our weekly question and answer 
column. 

Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
4 A73 
7 A9863 
043 
4 732 

WEST EAST 

4 Q 10 84 4KJ952 

710 7 52 

OAQ95 0 1086 

♦ K J 104 *865 

SOUTH 
46 

7KQJ74 

OKJ72 
4AQ9 
The bidding: 

South West North East 
1 7 Dble 2 7 Pass 
4 7 Pass Pud Pass 
Opening lead: Ten of 7. 

“It’s all very well for you people * 
to boast about your exploits," said 
the Two of Diamonds as he lectured 
to the high cards in the pack, "but 
think for a moment of our predica- 
ment. We puny spot cards seldom, if 
ever, get to win a trick — more 
' often than Hot we are simply lost in 
the flow of tricks. So what chance 
do we have to get our names Into 
the press reports? 


“I most admit, however, there 
was a time when I was cast in the 
leading role. You might not even 
think there was anything unusual 
about the hand, since all I did was 
surrender a trick. But it was done 
with such style and grace that the 
reporters bad to sit up and take 
notice. 

“We were playing against the 
Conservative Club. Bast might 
have bid two spades, in which case a 
makable four spade contract could 
have been reached, but such a 
liberal action on a scant 4 points 
was foreign to him. Although West 
did as best he could with a trump 
lead, my declarer displayed im- 
pressive technique.' 

“He won the king of trumps in 
hand, cashed the ace of spades and 
ruffed a spade high. He entered 
dummy with the ace of trumps, in 
the process drawing the -last 
outstanding trump, and ruffed dum- 
my's last spade. Now I was put to 
masterly use - declarer led me 
from hand! 

“West could not afford to win this 
trick Ihe would be end played), so he 
followed low. East won and the beat 
he could do was to return- a dia- 
mond. Declarer covered with the 
jack and West won the queen. Now 
he was end played. He tried valiant- 
ly by exiting with a low diamond, 
but South simply discarded a dub 
from the table. If East had the ace 
of diamonds, declarer would get a 
second dub discard on the diamond 
king and ruff twd clubs on the table. , 
- "Pretty neat, wasn't it?” 


Peking 
cracks down 
on two-timing 
officials 

PEKING (R) — Peking’s Com- 
munist Parly has penalized 563 
members and government off- 
icials for violating party discipline 
in a crackdown against making 
money on the side, the China 
Daily said Saturday. 

They include 64 officials in key 
city or local government positions, 
the paper said. 

Most were investigated for mak- 
ing money against party rules by 
having two jobs or for setting up 
businesses illegally. The party has 
barred members or government 
officials from running companies 
or being involved in commerce. • 

Meng Zhiyuan, head of the 
Party Discipline Inspection 
Commission in Peking, said ano- 
ther 100 officials were still under 
investigation. 

In the most serious cases two 
people were expelled from the 
party and three otheis ordered to- 
quit their official posts. 

Another 462 were ordered to 
stop moonlighting, but Mr. Meng 
did not give details of what other 
penalties were involved or name 
those expelled from the party. 

He said some officials were ear- 
ning up to 500 yuan ($180) a 
month extra through links with 
companies they had helped est- 
ablish.The salary of most city- 
level officials is around 1 00 yuan 
($35) a month. 

Party Chief Hu Yaobang said 
.last month that around 60.000 
members were either expelled or 
quit the party last year in a drive 
against corruption and during a 
campaign to weed out opposition 
to the reforms of leader Deng 
Xiaoping. 

Mr. Meng, whose commission 
has a watchdog and disciplinary 
role designed to uphold party 
morals and root out corruption, 
said the city government had imp- 
osed sanctions on 238 enteip rises 
established by party offices or 
government bureaux in violation 


of party rules. 
Fiftv-f 


Ifty-five were dosed down, 38 
are stillbeing investigated and 145 
were allowed to continue business 
after severing connections with 
government organisations. 

Local party officials and gov- 
ernment departments have been 
given more freedom in decision- 
making under Mr. Deng's highly* 
successful reforms to encourage 
economic decentralisation. 

, But the reforms have also bro- 
ught increased corruption. 



FAYEZ RECEIVES GREEK PATRIARCH: 
Lower House of Parliament Speaker Akef A1 Fayez 
(third from right) Saturday receives visiting Greek 


Orthodox Church Patria r ch Sfravhn (left) and Pat- 
riarch Theodores I of the Holy City of Jerusalem 
(Petra photo) . . 


Gas blast kills 62 in Japanese mine 


TOKYO (R) — A gas explosion at. 
Japan's most up-to-date coal mine 
left 62 men dead Saturday and jol- 
ted the government into a hasty 
probe of safety conditions in the 
accident-ridden industry. 

The blast roared through a tun- 
nel of the Minami Oyubari Mine 
700 metres below ground at Yub- 
ari on Japan's northern Hokkaido 
Island Friday afternoon. 

An official of the Sapporo Mine 
Safety Board told reporters the 
explosion was so powerful that six 
coal wagons were blown off their 
tracks and mining tools went fly- 
ing along the shut. 

Weeping relatives watched as 
bodies were brought up during an 
all-night search operation. Police 
said 24 miners were injured, some 
seriously, and about 250 workers 
in the pit at the time of the blast 


were brought out safely. 

The cabinet decided Saturday 
morning to set up a disaster com- 
mittee in Hokkaido and appointed 
one of its key members. Trade and 
Industry Minister Keijiro Murata, 
to head it. 

Officials said Mr. Murata pla- 
nned meetings with police, mine 
safety officials and the Mitsubishi 
Coal Mining Company which 
owns the Minami Oyubari pit. 

Opened in 1970, Minami Oyu-' 
ban is the fifth largest of Japan's 
30 coalmines and acoount&Jbr 
nearly seven per cent of the nat- 
ion's coal output. 

Geologists have always reg- 
arded the Yubari region as not- 
orious for pockets of comprssed 
methane gas which can burst into 
coalmine shafts. 


Safety precautions at the mine 
were thought to be among the best 
in the world after advanced gas- 
testing sensors were installed fol- 
lowing a similar gas explosion 
which killed 17 Minami Oyubari 
workers six years ago. 

The mine safety board said the 
sensors were inspected earlier this 
month and found to be working. 
Board officials said the gas war- 
ning tights seemed to have flahed 
on Friday at a central control 
point 

One official told Reuters the 
board would query whether mine 
officials had ordered the men aloft 
soon enough after file warning. 

Friday's blast was the seventh 
worst disaster in a long series of 
Japanese coal mining accidents 
since the World Warn. 


m 


Nicaragua 
denies 
aiding 
Salvador 
guerrillas 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua (AP) — 
The leftist Sandinista government 
has issued a communique emp- 
hatically denying that Nkan 
this week shipped supplies to 
tist guerrillas fighting for power 
El Salvador, as Salvadorean Pre- 
sident Napoleon Duarte claimed 
while on a visit to the United Sta- 
tes. 

In a television interview in New 
York on Friday, Mr. Duarte said 
he received a report about such an 
alleged shipment but that the inf- 
ormation was not confirmed. 

In El Salvador, officials said 
they were investi»ting the cargo 
and documents of a LLS. tugboat 
and a barge filled with cotton 
bales, which the Salvadorean 
Navy seized Thursday off the 
.south eastern coast of Usulutan 
province. 

Umberto Vialta, an official at 
the Salvadorean port of La Union, 
said Friday no contraband was 
found on the tug. He refused to 
identify the tugboat or its crew by 
name but said it was based in Hou- 
ston, Texas. 

The communique issued by the 
Nicaraguan Foreign Ministry late 
Friday accused the Reagan adm- 
inistration of “using President 
Duarte to involve Nicaragua in the 
arms traffic to El Salvador.” 

“It is a publicity attempt to cre- 
ate artificial pretexts to justify the 
war of aggression imposed against 
Nicaragua,** the" communique 
said. . 


Walesa 
refuses 
to hand plot 
tapes to 
police 

WARSAW (R) — Solidarity lea- 
der Lech Walesa has refused to 
give police tape recordings of a 
talk he had with a convicted mur- 
derer, who alleged there was plot 
to kill him. 

Mr. Walesa and two aides were 
questioned by Gdansk police who 
have charged the man. 34- 
year-old Jozef Szczepanski, with 
being in contact with an illegal 
organisation. 

Szczepanski. who was on parole' 
from prison, met Mr. Walesa on 
May 9 and said he had been app- 
roached by an unidentified man 
who offered him money and a pas- 
sport to kill the leader of the ban- 
ned trade union. 

Mr. Walesa said he was int- 
erviewed for 1 Vi hours by police 
and declined to turn over either 
the cassettes or the original of a 
hand written statement in which 
Szczepanski outlined the alleged 
plot. 

He gave the authorities copies 
of the statement immediately Szc- 
zepanski was arrested after their 
talk which was witnessed by a pol- 
ice officer. 

Government spokesman Jerzy 
Urban said Szczepanski had a his- 
tory of mental disturbance and 
had attempted to commit suicide 
on several occasions. 

Mr. Walesa said he was treating 
the plot allegations with caution 
but added: “I am convinced that 
there is someone behind this but I 
do not know who or at what level. 
Szczepanski could not have inv- 
ented this.” 

In a separate development, Mr. 
Walesa met Friday with Sol- 
idarity's former deputy chairman. 
Andrjez Gwiadza, who was rel- 
eased from prison Thursday after 
serving sentences totalling five 
months. 


S. Korean arrested for hijack attempt 


SEOUL (R) — A South Korean 
ex-convict was arrested after try- 
ing to hijack an airliner to North 
Korea during a domestic flight, 
airline officials said. 

The man. named as Chong 
Jong-Chol, 39, was overpowered 
by security officers and passengers 
of the Korean Air Lines (KAL) 
Boeing 727, after he demanded 
the plane be turned to the Com- 


munist North, c laiming that a 
bomb had been planted aboard. 

The incident took place about 
20 minutes after the Boeing with 
1 1 0 people on board left Seoul for 
Cheju Island off the south western 
tip of South Korea. The plane lan- 
ded at the south west city of Kwa- 
ngju and Chung was arrested. 

Officials said there were no cas- 
ualties or damage to the aircraft. 


No bombs were found imm- 
ediately. 

Police sources said Chung was 
found to have a record for petty 
crimes but did not appear to have 
ties with North Korea. 

The incident occurred a day 
after North and South Korea, who 
fought a three-year war from 
J950, held trade talks at the Pan- 
munjom border village. 


U.S. warns of attack at Paris show 


WASHINGTON (R) — The U.S. 
embassy in Paris has wanted 
American exhibitors at the Paris 
air show to be held later this 
month of the possibility of ter- 
rorist attacks, U.S. government 
and aircraft industry officials have 
said. 

State Department Spokesman 
Bernard Kalb denied a published 
report that the U.S. companies 
and government agencies had 
been told to expea terrorist att- 
acks. 

But another U.S. official, who 
did not want to be named, said the 


exhibitors were warned of the pos- 
sibility of attacks. The official 
would not say if the warning was 
based on specific information 
about a possible attack. 

An aircraft corporation official 
who did not want to be named said 
he understood the warning was 
based on a discovery that an unn- 
amed terrorist group had a list of 
several hundred targets, including 
five U.S. aircraft manufacturers. 

“No one is overreacting but no 
one is disregarding it either/' he 
said. 


Another aircraft c o rp ora tion 
official who did not want to be 
identified said: “We’re aware of 
the threat and precautions are 
being taken”. 

An official of a third UJ». air- 
craft manufacturer said his firm 
had been warned but said he had 
no other details. 

The Show, beginning on May 
30, is the world's biggest air exh- 
ibition at which aircraft and avi- 
ation equipment makers display 
their products. It is held every 
other year. 


Bulgaria adopts wide-ranging legislation 
to combat terrorism, drug smuggling 


VIENNA (R) — Bulgaria, bra- 
nded a “terrorist” nation by Was- 
hington, has passed new laws to 
fight terrorism and drugs smu- 
ggling, the official BTA news age- 
ncy reported. 

The National Assembly (par- 
liament) approved amendments 
to the penal code which imposed 
the death penalty or prison terms 
of up to 20 years for explosives 
and other serious offences. 

Illegal possession of guns and 
explosives will be punished by a 
maximum eight years in prison, 
BTA said. 

Other measures added to the 
code were hostage -taking and the 
use of Bulgarian territory by for- 
eigners preparing “acts of danger" 
abroad, including drugs pro- 
duction and smuggling. 

Hie U.S. last year called Bul- 
garia a “terrorist nation” after 


reports of Bulgarian involvement 
in international arms and drugs 
trafficking and in the 1981 sho- 
oting of Pope John Paul by Tur- 
kish gunman Aii Agca. 

Delegates at the assembly said 
the Communist Bloc had no ter- 
rorism and no drugs problems and 
that the new law was to help other 
states in their fight against these 
crimes. 

Bulgaria is currently hosting an 
international customs conference 
on drugs raffickmg, where it has 
been praised by Interpol for fig- 
hting the so-called Balkan Con- 
nection between the Near East 
and Western Europe. 

Western diplomats said -the 
anti-terrorist laws were probably 
responding to bomb attacks rep-- 
orted in Bulgaria last year. 

They also seemed linked to 
armed resistance against police by 


members, of Bulgaria's Turkish 
minority, who were recently for- 
ced by the authorities to change 
their Muslim names for Bulgarian 
ones, the diplomats said. 

“The speakers noted Bulgaria is 
a country of exceedingly intensive 
international communications and 
that both good and evil may pass 
along the routes of these con- 
tacts,” BTA said. 

“It is this evil that necessitates 
taking preventive measures," the 
agency added. 

Prosecutor- General Kostadin 
Lyutov told parliament the new 
measures were needed because 
terrorism had claimed so many 
innocent lives in recent years. 

Reactionary imperialists had 
also tried to destabilise Com- 
munist countries, including Bul- 
garia, Mr. Lyutov said. 
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De Gaulle supporters jailed for killing of family 

A T X-FN-PROVFNt H Franc#* I i»n«l ts A n«p friend were killed. In Inn*. IQS9 i rv 


AIX-EN-PROVENCE, France 
(R) — Six former members of a 
semi -clandestin e right-wing group 
which backed the late French Pre- 
sident Charles de Gaulle were sen- 
tenced to jail terms of between 1 5 
years and life for involvement in 
the murder of a family of six, jud- 
icial sources said. 

The victims, police inspector 
Jacques Massie and five of his fam- 
ily, including his eight-year-old 
son, were asphyxiated, stabbed or 
beaten with pokers in their home 
near the Mediterranean port of 
Marseilles in July 1981. 

Their mutilated bodies were 
found two weeks later buried in a 
nearby disused bauxite mine. 

A jury of 12 deliberated for 
more than six hours after hearing 
more titan 130 witnesses in the 
trial in the town of Aix- 
en-Provence, north of Marseilles, 
which had opened on April 22. 

Three of the defendants — for- 
mer French foreign legionnaire 


Lionel Collard, 35, Ange Poletti, 
37. and Jean Maria, 53 — were 
sentenced to life imprisonment. 

Two of them " — Jean -Bruno 
Finochetti, 34, and Didier Cam- 
pana, 33, were considered to have 
mitigating circumstances and were 
sentenced to 20 years in jail. The 
sixth accused. Jean -Francois Mas- 
son i, was given a 15-year sen- 
tence. 

The defendants were ex- 
members of a shadowy right-wing 
movement, the Civic Action Ser- . 
vice (SAQ. founded by members 
of De Gaulle's inner cirde in 1 958 
but banned in July 1982 as a threat 
to democracy. 

Maria, a former local SAC lea- 
der, was found guilty of complicity 
in Massie's murder although he 
was never on the scene of the 
crime. He was considered to be 
the person mainly responsible for 
the operation in which Massie, his 
wife, child, father-in-law, 
mother-in-law and sister's boy- 


friend were killed. 

The prosecution and Maria .told 
the court that Massie, who had 
been Mara's predecessor at the 
head of the local branch of SAC, 
was the victim of rivals who feared 
he aimed to hand incriminating 
political and police documents to 
the newly eleaed Socialist gov- 
ernment. 

All the defendants pleaded gui- 
lty except Collard and Maria. 

Finochetti said the main motive 
for the crime was to steal com- 
promising documents and to kid- 
nap Massie. Some of the accused 
confessed to killing, Massie's rel- 
atives to leave no witnesses; the 
judicial sources said. 

' Maria said at the end of the trial 
he would not accept any sentence 
passed by “representatives of the 
Socialist regime”. 

The massacre prompted the 
government to step up an inv- 
estigation of SAC activities. 


In June 1982 a parliamentary 
commission published a report 
testifying to wide SAC con- 
nections in France's security ser- 
vices, police and organised crime. 

The commission said the SAC 
had escaped implication in many 
police investigations because 1 0 to 
1 5 per cent of its 10,000 members 
were themselves police officers. 

SAC was originally set up as an 
electioneering machine to help 
Gen. De Gaulle return to power. 
Bnt it became an extra -I 


security force in the early I 

recruiting underworld figures and 
World War II resistance fighters 
to crush a violent camp aign aga- 
inst Gen. De Gaulle’s Algerian 
policy. 

In later years, SAC members 

worked as security guards and ran 
election campaigns for prominent 
G aul lis t figures bnt were often 
mentioned in connection with - 
g a nglan d activities. 



Thai media ban 
pop song t 

BANGKOK (R) - The British 
pop song One Night In Bangkok 
has been banned from Thai gov- 
ernment radio and tclevison sta- 
tions. “Its lyrics create mis- 
understanding of greater Thai soc- 
iety and are disrespectful to Bud- 
dhism. our national religion." 
Pramut Sutabtrtr, director of the 
Mass Communications Org- *’ 
anisation (MOOT) said in an Z 
order issued to MOOT stations. 
The b an was revealed Saturday tty 
the MCOT-run Thai News Age- ^ 
ncy. The song, which prodams 
that One Night In Bangkok and - 
the World’s Your Oyster is pop- 
ular in bars, night dubs and discos 
here. 

Peking water 
level drops sharply 

PEKING (AP) — Despite a day of 
heavy rain Friday, a Peking off- 
icial said water supplies may be 
curtailed in factories and on nea- 
rby farms this year because of a 
worsening drought. “We are pre- 
pared for the worst, but we'll do 
our best not to cut off the water 
supply/' the official Xinhua News ' 
Agency quoted Cheng Guangqi, 
chief engineer at the Peking 
Waterworks Co., as saying. The* 
dty government will guarantee 
drinking water to Peking's 9.4 mil- 
lion people, even in times of eme- 
rgency, the agency said. The water 
table fell by three to four metres in 
the western suburbs of the capital 
last year after low rainfall for five 
consecutive years, Mr. Cheng 
said. Available water supplies 
have decreased by 5 per cent in 
each of foe past five years. “We 
don’t expect the water level to rise 
d ramaticall y in the coming rainy 
season,” be said. Pelting has a f 
desert-like climate for most of the / 
year with a very dry winter. Yet it 
needs more water for a growing •’ 
population and new industries. 


Rats don’t deter 
Volcker from speech 

SEATTLE, Washington (AP) — 
Federal Reserve Chairman Paul 
Volcker kept on with his speech 
about trade policies even though 
some in his audience screamed 
and fled because protesters let 
loose five rats. The rats finally 
were captured by a man who sco- 
oped them up and took them out- 
side. But before that, one woman 
had run off screaming without her 
shoes and another jumped onto a 
chair. Several other people also 
left in a hurry. While all that was 
going on Thursday, Mr. Volcker 
was defending U.S. trade policies 
as beneficial to consumers and 
saying the Federal budget deficit 
must be reduced if the nation's 
trade imbalance is to be righted. 
He was speaking to the Focus Int- 
ernational Conference on the 
world economy and peace. Ear- 
lier, as he was eating lunch with 
Senator Slade Gorton and other 
dignitaries, a man jumped up and 
began shouting remarks about Mr. 
Volcker and world financial bod- 
ies. He was taken away. 

Bangladesh is 
world’s most densely 
populated nation 

DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh is the 
world's most densely populated 
country with nearly 101.5 million 
people crammed into 143.000 
square kilometres, according to a 
research report published here. 

The Washington-based • Pop- 
ulation Research Bureau aim said 
the population had increased by 
about 1 1 million over the last four 
years. It said a little over 1,825 
people live in 2,6 square kil- 
ometres. With the population ris- 
ing at annual rate of 2.8 per cent, 

t L C nu mb f r people living be low 
the poverty line was likely to inc- 
rease more rapidly, the report 
added. 

Herdsmen to swap 
yak-hair for canvas 

PEKING (R) — China plans to 
h elp 10 0,000 Tibqtan and Mongol 
herdsmen swap their antiquated 
yak-hair yurts for modem lent! 
r China" 

homes, «uc warmer, 1 

ghter, more durable, sanitary, ® 
easily moved. A conference hi ft 
Qiaghai regional capital Xinh 
™ose 10 tent designs. They has 
liobt steel petes instead of woo 
iile waterproofed canvas as 
cotton re plape yak hair. The got 
eimaent has waived taxes on 2 
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that nomads in the spafaely fa 
amted awuntahtous tnttyface ae 
$Crap with 




